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[Continued from No. 5.] 

«<The people of the United States,” on which 
question he asked the yeas and nays, when there 
appeared for it 8, againsi it 34, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
Prentiss, Smith, of Indiana, Swift, and Web- 
ster —8. 
a NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulten, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkio, Lyon, 
Merrick, McKean, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 


Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tip- 
ton, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—34. 


On taking the question on the adoption of the 
third resolution, the vote resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lampkin, Lyon, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Pres- 
ten, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
Connecticut, Suange, Walker, White, Willigms, 
Wright, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Davis, Mc- 
Kean, Morris, Prentiss, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, Tipton, and Webster—11. 

Mr. PRESTON moved that when the Senate 
adjourn, it adjourn to Tuesday next, which was 
carried. 


The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Jan. 8, 1838. 

The following message, in writing, was received 
from the President of the United States, by the 
hands of his private secretary, ABRaAnam VAN Bu- 
REN, Esq. 

To the Senate and 
House of Representatives, United States. 

In the highly excited state of feeling on the 
northern frontier, occasioned by the disturbances 
in Canada, it was to be apprehended that causes of 
complaint might arise on the line dividing the Uni- 
ted States from her Britannic Majesty’s dominions. 
Every precaution was therefore taken on our part 
authorized by the existing laws, gnd as the treops 
of the provinces were embodied on the Canadian 
side, it was hoped that no serious violation of the 
rights of the United States would be permitted to 
occur. IL regret, however, to inform you that an 
outrage of a most aggravated character has been 
committed, accompanied by a hostile though tem- 
porary invasion of our territory, producing the 
strongest feelings of resentment on the part of our 
citizens in the neighborhood, and in the whole 
border line, and that the excitement previously 
existing has been alarmingly increased. To guard 
against the possible recurrence of any similar act, 
‘I have thought it indispensable to call outa por- 
tion of the militia to be pos‘ed on that frontier. 
The documents herewith presented to Congress, 
show the character of the outrage committed, the 
measures taken in consequence of its occurrence, 


and the necessity for resorting to them. 

It will also be seen that the subject was immedj- 
ately brought to the notice of the British minister 
accredited to this country, and the proper steps 
taken on our part to obtain the fullest information 
of all the circumstances leading to and attendant 
upon the transaction, preparatory to a demand for 
reparation. I ask such appropriations as the cir- 
cumstances in which our country is thus unexpect- 
edly placed require. 


M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuinoron, Jan. 8, 1838. 
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Mr. Rogers to the President. 
Burrato, Dec. 30, 1837. 
Sir: Enclosed are copies ot affidavits which | 
have prepared in great haste, and which contain all 
that is material in relation to the gross and extra- 
ordinary transaction to which they relate. Our 
whole frontier is in commotion, and I fear it will 
be difficult to restrain our citizens from revenging, 
by a resort to arms, this flagrant invasion of our 
territory. Every thing that can be done will be by 
the public authorities to prevent so injudicious a 
movement. ‘The respective sheriffs of Erie and 
Niagara have taken the responsibility of calling ou | 
the militia, to guard the frontier, and prevent any 
further depredations., ; 
I am, sit, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. W. ROGERS, 
District Attorney for Erie county, 
and acting for the U. S. 
To his Excellency M. Van Buren, 
President of the United States. 


Srare or New York, Niagara county, ss. 

Gilman Appleby, of the city of Buffalo, being 
sworn, says, that he left the port of Buffalo on the 
morning of the 29th instant, in the steamboat Caro 
line, owned by William Wells, of Buffalo, and 
bound for Schlosser, upon the east side of the Nia- 
gara river, and within the United States. That 
this deponent commanded the said Caroline, and 
that she was cleared from Buffalo with a view to 
run between said Buffalo and Schlosser, carry pas- 
sengers, freight, etc. That this deponent caused 
the said Caroline to be landed at Black Rock, on 
her way down; and that, while at Black Rock, 
this deponent caused the American flag to be run 
up; and that, soon after leaving Black Rock har- 
bor, a volley of musketry was discharged at the 
Caroline from the Canada shore, but without in- 
jury. That the said Caroline continued her 
course down the Niagara river unmolested, and 
landed outside of certain scows or boats attached 
to Navy Island, where a number of passen- 
gers disembarked, and, as this deponent sup- 
poses, certain articles of freight were laijded. 
That from this point the Caroline ran to Sehlos- 
ser, arriving there at three o’clock in the afternoon; 
that, between this time and dark, the Caroline 
made two trips to Navy Island, landing as before. 
That, at about six o’clock in the evenmeg, this «e- 
ponent caused the said Caroline to be landed at 
Schlosser, and made fast with ehains to the dock at 
that place. That the crew and officers of the Carv- 
line numbered ten, and that, in the course of the 
evening, twenty-three individuals, all ‘of whom 
were citizens of the United States, came on board 
of the Caroline, and requested this deponent and 
other officers of the boat to permit them to remain 
on board during the night, as they were unable to get 
lodgings at the tavern near by; these requests were 
acceded to, and the persons thus coming on board 
retired to rest, as did also all of the crew and offi- 
cers of the Caroline, except such as were stationed to 
watch during the night. That about midnight, this 
deponent was informed by one of the Watch that 
s2veral boats filled with men were making towards 
the Caroline from the river, and this deponent im- 
mediately gave the alarm, and before he was able 
to reach the deck the Caroline was boarded by some 
seventy or eighty men, all of whom were armed. 
That they immediately commenced a warfare with 
muskets, swords, and cutlasses, upon the defence- 
less crew and passengers of the Caroline under a 
fierce cry of “G—d damn them, give them no quar- 
ters; kill every man; fire! fire!” That the Caro- 
line was abandoned without resistance, and the 
only effort made “by either the crew or passengers 
seemed to be toescape slaughter. That this depo- 
neat narrowly escaped; having received several 
wounds, none of which, however, are of a serious 
character. That immediately after the Caroline 
fell into the hands of the armed force who boarded 
her, she was set on fire, cut loose from the dock, 
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was towed into the current of the river, there aban 
doned, and soon after descended the Niagara Falls, 
that this deponent has made vigilant scarch after the 
individuals, thirty-three in number, who are known 
to have been on the Caroline at the time she was 
boarded, and twenty-one only are to be found, one 
of whom, to wit, Amos Durtec, of Buffalo, was 
found dead upon the dock, having received a shot 
from a musket, the ball of which penetrated the 
back part of the head, and came outat the forehead. 
James H. King and Captain C. F. Harding were 
seriously, though not mortally wounded. Several 
others received slight wounds. The twelve indivi- 
duals who are missing, this deponent has no doubt 
were either murdered wpon the steamboat, or found 
a watery grave in the cataract of the falls. And 
this deponent further says, that immediately after 
the Caroline was got into the current of the stream 
and abandoned, as before stated, beacon lights were 
discovered upon the Canada shore, near Chippewa; 
and after sufficient time had elapsed to enable the 
boats’ to reach that shore, this deponent distinctly 
heard loud and vociferous cheering at that point. 
That this deponent has no doubt that the individuals 
who boarded the Caroline were a part of the British 
forcegnow stationed at Chippewa. 
GILMAN APPLEBRY. 

Subseribed and sworn, December 30, 1837, 
before me, S. B. Piper, Commissioner of Deeds, 
etc. for Niagara county. 


Srate or New Yorn, Niagara county, ss. 
Charles F. Harding, James H. King, Joshua H 
Smith, William Seaman, William Kennedy, Wi1- 
ham Wells, John Leonard, Sylvanus Staring, 
and John Haggarty, being sworn, severally, de- 
pose and say that they have heard the foregoing 
aflidavit of Gilman Appleby, read; that they were 
ou the Caroline at the time she was boarded as stated 
in said aflidavit, and, that all thejfacts sworn to by 
said Appleby as occurring after the said Caroline 
was so boarded as aforesaid, are correct and true. 

C. F. HARDING, 
JAMES H. KING, 

J. H. SMITH, 

WM. SEAMAN 

WM. KENNEDY, 
WM. WELLS, 

JOHN LEONARD, 
SYLVANUS STARING, 
JOUN C. HAGGARTY. 

Sworn and subscribed, December 30, 1837, be- 
fore me, S. B. Piper, Commissioner of Deeds to! 
Niagara county. 

Mr. Pvinsett to Gen. Scott. 
DEPARTMENT OF War, 

January 5, 1838. 

Str: You will repair, without delay, to the 
Canada frontier of the United States, and assume 
the military command there. 

Herewith you will receive duplicate jetters to 
the Governors of the States of New York and 
Vermont, requesting them to call into the service 
of the United States such a militia foree as you 
may deem necessary for the defence of that fron- 
tier of the United States. 

This power has been confided to you in-the full 
persuasion that you will use it discreetly, and ex- 
tend the call only so far as circumstances may 
seem to require. 

It is important that the troops called ipto the 
service should be, if possible, exempt from that 
state of excitement which the late violation of our 
territory has createc’, and you will therefore impress 
upon the Governors of these border States the pro- 
priety of selecting troops from a portion of the 
State distant from the theatre of action. 

The Executive possesses no legal authority to 
employ the military foroe to restrain persons with- 
in our jurisdiction, and who ought to be under our 
control, from violating the laws, by making incur- 
sions into the territory of neighboring and friendly 
nations, with hostile intent. I can give you, there- 
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fore, no instractions on that subject; but request 

that you will use your influence to prevent such ex- 

cesses, and to preserve the character of this Go- 

verament for good faith and a proper regard for 
’ the rights of friendly powers. 

The militia will be called into the service for 
three months, unless sooner discharged; and in 
yeur requisitions you will designate the number of 
isen, and take care that the officers do not exceed 
a due proportion. 

It isdeemed important that the administrative 
branch of the service should be conducted, wher- 
ever practicable, by officers of the regular army. 

The disposition of the force, with regard to the 
points to be occupied, is confided to your discretion, 
inilitary skill, and intumate knowledge of the coun- 
try; and the amount of that force must depend upon 
the character and duration of the contest now going 
on in Canada, and the disposition manifested by 
the people and the public authorities of that colony. 

The President indulges a hope that outrages, 
similar to that which lately occurred at Schlosser, 
will not be repeated; and that you will be able to 
imaintain the peace of that frontier without being 
called upon to use the force which has been con- 
fided to you. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 


(Signed) J.R. POINSETT. 


Bvt. Maj. Gen. Winrieip Scorr, 
Washington Ci/y. 


Mr. Poinsett to Gov. Marcy. 


Department or War, 
: January 5, 1838. 
Sia: The territory of the United States having 
been violated by a party of armed men from the 
Canada shore, and apprehensions being entertained, 
from the highly excited feelings of both parties, 
that similar outrages may lead to an invasion of 
our soil, the President has thought prover to exer- 
cise the authority vesitea in nim oy aw, ana call 
out such a militia force as may be deemed neces- 
sary to protect the frontiers of the United States 
lam, in conseonence. instructed by the Presi- 
lent to request you Wi. Ca.. into ne service o1 tne 
United States, and place onder the command> 
Brevet Major General Scou, sucn mniuat orce as 
he may require to be employed on the Canada 
irontier, for the purpose herein set forth. 
Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 
llis Excellency W. L. Marcy, 
Governor of N. Y. Albany, VN. Y. 
[Same to his Excellency, Siras H. Jienxnison, 
Governor of Vermont, Montpelier, Vermoi:t.} 
My. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DepARTMENT oF Stave, 
Washington, Jan. 5, 1838. 
Sin: By the direction of the Presi lent of the 
United States, I have the henor to communicate to 
you a copy of the evidence furnished to this De- 
partment of an extraordinary outrage committed 
from Her Britannic Majesty's province of Upper 
Canada, on the persons and property of citizens of 
the United States, within the jurisdiction of the 
State of New York. The destruction of the pro- 
perty, and assassination of citizens of the United 
States on the soil of New York, at the moment 
when, as is well known to you, the President was 
auxiously endeavoring to allay the excitement, and 
earnestly seeking to prevent any unfortuirate oc- 
currence on the frontier of Canada, has produced 
upon his mind the most painful emotions of 
surprise and regret. Jt will necessarily form 
the subject of a demand for redress upon Her 
Majesty’s Government. This communication 
is made to you under the expectation that, 
through your instrumentality, an early explanation 
inay be obtained from the authorities of Upper 
Canada of all the circumstances of the transaction; 
and that, by your advice to those authorities, such 
decisive precantions may be used as will render 
the perpetration of similar acts hereafter impossi- 
ble. Not doubting the disposition of the Govern- 
ment of Upper Canada to do its duty in punishing 
he aggressors and preventing future outrage, the 
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President, notwithstanding, has deemed it necessa- 
ry to order a sufficient force on the frontier to repel 
any attempt of a like character, and to make 
known to you that if it should occur, he cannot be 


answerable for the effects of the indignation of the. 


neighboring People of the United States. 

I take this occasion to renew to you the assu- 
rance of my distinguished consideration. 

JOHN FORSYTH. 
To Henry S. Fox, Esq. &e. &c. 

The message having been read, 

Mr. HOWARD said that seeing the President, 
in the conclusion of the Message, called for an ap- 
propriation, he should move its reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, otherwise he 
should have moved to refer it to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. He also took that opportunity to 
inform the House that the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs he!d a meeting on Saturday, and again this 
morning, on the message referred to them on Fri- 
day, but that they were not, as yet, prepared to re- 
port any measures. 

Mr. DE GRAFF called for the reading of the 
accompanying documents, which was ordered; and 
the sane having been read— 

Mr. FILLMORE inguired of the Chair if the 
message just read was in response to the resolution 
making a call for information on the subject of 
Canada on Friday last? 

The CHAIR replied that nothing appeared in 
that document to induce the belief that it was. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved that so much of the 
Message as related to the call for appropriations 
be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and the residue thereof to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs. 

Mr. T. said he had no special preference be- 
tween those committees; but it was a matter 
of infinite importance that so weighty a subject 
should be referred to the different committees se- 
lected with a view to the particular subjects to be 
brought up to their consideration. He said that 
it became the House to be cautious and guarded in 
the extreme, for no man could tell the extremities 
t» which he might be disposed to go, if he suffered 
his private feelings to prevail on this most out- 
rageous and barbarous massacre. He had con- 
fidence that the matter would be properly con- 
ducted by the Federal Executive, though he must 
say that he looked upon the letter of Mr. Forsyth 
as allogether too vague. The act referred to was 
a murder—a foul, wilful, deliberate, unmitigated 
murder, He was as sensible as any man of the 
tremendons consequences of a war between this 
country and Great Britain. The history of ‘he 
world did not present such; but still there were 
circumstances in this instance that demanded the 
fullest atonement. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG should not, in the present 
position of this question, go into any debate on the 
possibility or probability of a war between this 
country and Great Britain, or on the very atrocious 
circumstances now disclosed, for he considered 
that it would be premature; but he rose to suggest 
to the gentleman from Maryland to adopt the mo- 
dification of the gentleman from South Carolina. 

Mr. HOWARD assented to the suggestion, and 
so modified his motion. 

Mr. HAYNES said that he should not say one 
word on the present occasion, had it not been for 
the remarks of his honorable friend from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Thompson.) He stood here the 
defender and apologist of no man. But he was 
sure, when the Secretary of State characterized the 
outrage referred to as assassination, and demanded 
the punishment of its perpetrators, he had used no 
vague language. 

Mr. GRAY called for the reading of Speaker 
McNabb’s letter to Mr. Rogers, the District Attor- 
ney at Buffalo, dated Dec. 29, 1837, disclaiming 
any intention to infringe the neutrality, which was 
done. 

Mr. FILLMORE insisted that that letter was 
only in relation to Grand Island, and was no dis- 
claimer of the particular act referred to, since it 
was written before these outrages. 

Mr. GRAY did not rise for the purpose of excus- 
ing the deed which was said to have been done, 
ut he was opposed to any course during the pre 
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sent state of things which would have the least ten- 
dency to place us in a warlike position with Great 
Britain. He thought it the duty of gentlemen to 
investigate the facts calmly, before they expressed 
themselves so warmly, more especially at this par- 
ticular period, when we were engaged in a war on 
the southern frontier. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST thought it extremely im- 
portant that the feeling of excitement in the North 
should not be further excited by discussions in that 
Hall. Ifsuch a course were pursued, the people 
would in all probability be misled, and infer that 
something ought to be done. But he thought it 
impossible that gentlemen should, with all the jn- 
formation before them, suppose that there was any 
more danger of war now than there was before the 
occurrences in question took place. No gentleman 
knowing the high and liberal policy of Great Brj- 
tain could suppose that she would refuse to dis. 
countenance and deliver up those murderers, pro- 
vided the facts alleged were properly established. 
He felt persuaded that she would never sanction 
such acts committed by her subjects, but, at the 
same time, he considered it highly necessary that 
our citizens on the frontier ought to be protected 
from such attacks, and not to be left defenceless. He 
hoped that troops would be sent on immediately to 
preserve the peace, and to prevent a retaliation from 
our own people, if possible, still more violent. But, 
said Mr. T. this state of things ought to have been 
foreseen more than a month ago, and measures 
provided accordingly. Yet the Executive had not 
done so; the troops had been withdrawn to anothe: 
extremity of the Union, and the upper coasts left 
entirely unprotected; the people might take arms 
from the public arsenals, or pursue any other law- 
less course, without the least check upon them. 
But now matters had assumed such an aspect, 
and the subject come up in proper form, he was in 
favor referring so much of it as required an appro- 
priation to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and the residue to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

Mr. BRONSON regretted to see that there was 
a greater disposition to make war on the Adminis- 
tration than on Great Britain. He was as much 
averse to a war with Great Britain as any one, bu 
he could not restrain his surprise that gentle- 
men should come forward and throw the whole 
blame of the recent occurrences upon the Adminis- 
tration. He would ask if the Administration had 
not done all that was possible it could do under al! 
the circumstances of the case? Was the Adminis- 
tration to be blamed for the peculiar situation of 
that portion of our frontier, and because a party 
from the other side had come over and murdered a 
number of our citizens? He contended, that until 
within the last thirty days there were no indications 
in that quarter which would authorize the Execu- 
tive to adopt such measures as were now neces- 
sary. Although there were disturbances in a dis- 
tant portion of Canada, yet, until very recently, 
peace reigned along the whole frontier; and there 
was no more reason to apprehend that troops 
wonld be required there, than that they would be 
wanted on this side of the Potomac. 

It was true that the military posts had been 
stripped, but had not the troops been sent to protect 
our southern and southwestern frontier; and was 
there any reason in time of peace that those gar- 
risons in the north should be filled with troops, 
when their services were required in another quar- 
ter? Since the disturbances on the Canadian fron- 
tier had broken out, it had been impossible in the 
nature of thingsto withdraw the troops from 
Florida, but the Executive had done all it was able 
to do in affording protection to the northern fron- 
tier, and he could scarcely conceive why gentlemen 
should be so ready to charge the Administration 
with neglect, when, if they would but reflect on 
the facts, they would see that the Department had 
done all in its power. He must certainly say, that 
the charge appeared quite gratuitous. 

The gentleman from South Carolina had spoken 
of “ the tameness of the Secretary of State;” but 
he would ask that gentleman whether it would not 
be well to restrain such expressions until all the 
facts of the case should be known? It might be 
that the people and the Government of the United 
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Siates.were in “glass houses” in this case. Sup- | 
pose it. Suppose it should turn out that 1,000 or 
1,500 men, most of them American citizens, had | 
Jocated themselves on an island in a foreign | 
territory, furnished with arms and ammunition 
from the State of New York, and aiding a rebel- 
lion of the lawful subjects of a foreign pow- 
er—suppose it should turn out that~ the steam- | 
boat Caroline had been employed in transport- | 
ing arms and men from our own frontier to the | 
island in question, and that at the time of | 
the outrage, it was employed for that purpose ? | 
He imagined if these things should be proved, | 
gentlemen would not be quite so ready to express 
themselves so warmly on the subject. He (Mr. B.) | 
did not intend by that te justify the act so justly | 
compiained of ; the attack on the steamboat must 
be looked upon by all as a most horrible and 
violent eutrage, sufficient to make the blood of any 
man tingle to his finger ends ; but still it was pos- 


to the treatment they have previously received. 
He therefore desired a proper investigation of the 
subject, and he approved of the motion to refer it 
to appropriate committees. 

Mr. RHETT deprecated any premature expres- 
sion of opinion on the subject. He thought the 
House should, in the first place, look at the matter 
calmly, and ascertain who was to blame. One 
gentleman had said that it was the fault of the Ad- 
ministration, another gentleman had laid it all on 
Great Britain, while others had taken a different 
view. Under these circumstances, he considered 
it highly inportant that it should be carefully in- 
vestigated, and ascertained where the blame really 
lay. Was it with the Administration? Candor, cer 
tainly, would declare not, whilst not a regular soldier 
was available at ils command; and the civil officers | 
on the frontier, who had been called upon to repress 
the excitement, appear by their conduct to have 
been the instruments of increasing and continuing 
it. How, sir, asked Mr. R.had the difficulty com- 
menced? Was it not caused by a fugitive from 
Canada, a traitor according to the laws of his 


coming over the lines into the United States, 
and in open day, in the streets of Buffalo, 
by his inflammatory speeches, inducing the citi- 
zens of the United States to take up arms, and 
assist ina rebellion of the subjects of a friendly 
power, who was rightfully endeavoring to main- 
tain her institutions? This fugitive had not only 
been harbored and entertained by us, but recruits 
from amongst our citizens were openly mustered to 
his standard. Now have we forgotten the laws of 
nations as we applied them when Gen. Jackson seized 
upon Pensacola, because her authorities harbored 
our Indian enemy, and furnished them with muni- 
tions of war? He then ably demonstrated, by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, then Secretary 
of State, that for such a cause we had a right to 


sible there might be some little apology for the | 
outbreak of passion of the Canadian troops, owing 


country, for whose head a price had been offered, 


take possession by the sword of the city of a friendly 
nation; and have the citizens of Buffalo done less 
than the Governor of Pensacola? He commented 
at some length on the law of nations, so far as rela- 
ted to the pursuit of enemies over neutral ground, 
and the practice of our own Government 
in such cases. He said it would be well 
for gentlemen to reverse the matter, and to 
suppose ourselves in the situation of the Camadas. 
Suppose the subjects of Great Britain should 
gather together upon our frontiers, in combina- 
tion with some discontented, factious citizens, 
with the avowed purpose of overturning our 
republican institutions—how would we bear it? 
and how would we tolerate the idea that mu- 
nitions of war, provisions, and fire-arms, should 
be furnished these our enemies by British sub-* 
jects? Unquestionably we would consider our- 


in recognising any spirit of friendship as dictating 
such measures. We would not look to individuals; 
we would properly look to the Government, 
whose duty it was to control its citizens. Ineffi- 
ciency was no plea, for then we ought to cease our 
existence amongst the family of nations. As to 
the steamboat affair, before he made up his opi- 
nion as to any outrage committed by the British 


selves as grossly wronged, and would be very slow 


soldiery, he. must know all the facts. Should 
it turn out that this steamboat was actuallY 
in the possession of the ‘hostile islanders, used 
for carrying articles contraband of war, he 
was not sure that the act was not perfectly justi- 
fiable according to the laws of nations. At all 
events, it was a gallant « iterprise, and such 
as, he doubted not, every beld man on this floor 
would have deemed himseli morally 
in undertaking. But we were ignorant of al! the 
facts. So far, however, as they were known, the 
citizens of the Uniied States were the aggressors 
throughout. As they would get al! the glory, they 
should also take all the responsibility, in defiance 
of the laws of their country, of assailing a friend- 
ly nation. 

Mr. R. was not going intoa war upon such 
indefensible causes. One war, with a debt 
of 180 millions, was enough for one genera- 
tion. War was dangerous to the liberty of 
any people, but especially so under our free 
institutions, whose very existence was based 
upon a jealousy of power accumulated in the 
hands of Government. In this affair we had, 
so far, nothing to be proud of. Wehad been the 
first aggressors, and should act the part of an hono- 
rable aggressor, knowing that we were wrong. 
Mr. R. concluded by urging on the House to pur- 
sue an honest policy, and to exhibit an upright, 
honorable bearing on the subject, worthy of a free 
and enlightened nation. 

Mr. MENIFEE fully concurred in the opinion 
that it was the duty of Congress to look at the mat- 
ter calmly, and to pursue a liberal and statesman- 
like course in relation to it; but he considered it 
extremely unwise for gentlemen thus prematurely 
to express themselves in a manner calculated to 
produce a hostile state of feeling between the peo- 
ple of this country and Great Britain. It was to be 
presumed, asa matter of course, that this nation 
would vindicate its rights; but let not gentle- 
men anticipate what we would do, before the 
State of the case arises. If any great principle 
were involved, such as “the right of search,” 
or the “impressment of American seamen,” 
it would, he admitted, be a different affair; 
but as no such great principles were involved in 
the present case, in the absence of that, he was 
extremely unwilling that we should be forced into 
a state of things when we should be influenced by 
passion, contrary to the dictate of principle. He 
considered the expression of hostile feelings to- 
ward Great Britain as absolutely preposterous. 
Gentlemen seemed to forget that between us and 
that country war was growing unfashionable, and 
that we were actuated and governed by a nobler 
principle: that of the advancement of human 
liberty. 

Mr. M. endeavored to show that greater causes 
had been at work, previous to the attack on the 
steamboat Caroline, to produce the present state of 
things. He alluded at some length to the policy of 
this Government toward Mexico, which, he con- 
tended, had engendered a Jawless and dishenorab!e 
feeling in our citizens, and had influenced their 
conduct in relation to Canada. He was in favor 
of a refgrence of the whole subject to committees. 

Mr. OMPSON said he hoped that he had 
given evidence, since he had been a inember of this 
body, that he was not disposed unnecessarily to in- 
volve the country in war. He had, when he was 
first up, deprecated a war with England. If he 
had not expressed himself on this point as strongly 
as other gentlemen, it was only because he could 
not. He had said, and he repeated, that nothing 
could be more disastrous to both countries, if not 
fatal to the canse of human liberty. He could ne- 
vertheless conceive of a case im which we could 
not hesitate—a case involving the honor, the 
very existence of our Government. Such, he 
did not hesitate to say, would be the case 
if the facts stated in the affidavits we now heard 
read are true. He knew nothing of the facts—he 
would not pre-judge the case—he would not rely 
upon newspaper and ex parte statements on either 
side; he wanted information in an authentic 
form. But if that statement is true, (and the Pre- 
sident seems to think it so,) it is a cold blooded, 
unmitigated, and savage murder ef unoffending 
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American citizens with circumstances of atrocity 
unprecedented among civilized nations, even 
in a state of actual war. He sincerely 
hoped that there were facts which wonld ex- 
cuse or explain the statement which we now 
have. If there are not, no disclaimer on 
the part of the British Governm nt, no atene- 
ment by that Goverament short of a surren- 
der to our tribunals of the ferocious assassins, 
should, or would satisfy the American people. 
The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Menifee) had 
said that there was no-danger of war; that there 
was no principle involved; none such as the right 
of search. No principle involved! Gread God! 
sir, are we to be told that there is no prin- 
ciple involved in the invasion of. our terr.tory 
by a hostile band of another nation, and the 
murder, with fiendish atrocity, of our sleep- 
ing and unoffending citizens? The gentleman 
has alluded to another topic, which, althongh 
Mr. T. had anticipated, he did not expect from that 
quarter. The gentleman said, that the course of 
our Government towards Mexico had been infa- 
mous, cowardly, but that we were now about to 
be forced by England, our peer, our equal, to do 
that which our sense of justice had not prompted 
towards Mexico. Mr. T. confessed that he had 
no Wish to see our Government presented in this 
ligt to the civilized world. It would be one of the 
strangest changes in these times, when nothing is 
certain but change, that he (Mr. T.) should become 
the apologist of this, or of the last Administration 
But he was not disposed to assail inproperly 
even this Administration, and to embarrass or 
weaken it in its foreign intercourse and di.,putes. 
The first duty he held to be to sustain our Govern- 
ment in its controversies with foreign powers to 
the utmost extent of justice and right. The se- 
cond, to break down this dangerous and pernicious 
Administration, which no man more than he de- 
sires to see trampled down as it deserves to be. 
Mr. T. had watched the course of the Administra- 
tion through the whole progress of the war in Tex- 
as, and he was prepared to prove that our Govern- 
ment had exerted every power under the Con- 
Stitation and laws to enforce neutrality. 

The laws upon that subject are, in the main, 
penal, not preventive. There was no power to 
prevent our citizens from expatriating themselves 
to Texas or any other couutry, nor to prevent them 
from bearing arms in the wars of their new coun- 
try. Such was almost, in every instance, the case 
with our citizens who went to ‘Texas. Not one in 
one hundred has gone there with other view than 
of permanent settlement. The only law which 
could have prevented this was the act of 1818, 
forbidding enlistment for foreign service. In all 
cases, along our whole border, the district attorneys 
were earnestly and repeatedly urged to enforce 
the law. If they did not, it was no fanit of 
the Government. It resulted from a universal 
sympathy of our people with the gallant struggle of 
the ‘Texans, which rendered the enforcing the law 
impossible. Quid voleant leges sine maribus. You 
never can enforce a law which violates the general 
feeling of the country, without breaking down the 
most sacred guaranty of public liberty—the triai by 
jury. So much, sir, for the infamous violation of 
our neutrality, for which the gentleman from Kene 
tucky desires to see us forced to a different course 
by the power of England. I agree with my friend 
and colleague, (Mr. Khett) in his reprehension 
of the conduct of some of our citizens on the Ca- 
nada frontier. Their conduct is not only wrong; 
itis criminal. Every citizen is boun:, in law and 
in honor, to respect the treaty stipulations of his 
Government. There is scarcely a pulitical crime 
more dangerous in its consequences than a viola- 
tion of this duty. But I do not see justification or 
excuse in the fact of some of our citizens having, 
as individuais, gone to Canada, and engaged in the 
insurrection, for an armed band, said to de a portion 
of the Canadian army, invading our soil, and murder- 
ing our citizens who were innocent (and such is the 
statement) of any participation in the war now 
raging in Canada. The cases are wide asthe poles 
apart. Mr. T. doubted not that the national honer 
would be taken care of by those who administer 
our Government. No Administration dare do 
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otherwise. The note of the Secretary of State 
to Mr. Fox may, and no doubt does, go as far as 
is proper at this moment. If it had expressed the 
purpose on the part of our Government, in the 
event of the statement which we have heard read 
turning out to be true, to demand the actors in this 
horrible butchery to be tried by our tribunals, Mr. 
T. would have regarded it as not going an inch too 
far. 

Mr. WISE addressed the House at some length, 
and concladed by moving the previous question on 
ihe motion of reference; which, being ordered, the 
question was then taken on the main question, and 
the same was agreed to, without a division. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
age from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State, as fol- 
lows: 

To the President of the United States: 
DeparRTMENT OF Strate, 
Washington, Jan. 8, 1838. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been refer- 
red certain resolutions of the House of Representa- 
lives, bearing date the 5th instant, the last of which 
requests the President: “‘ to communicate to that 
{fouse any additional information in his possession, 
of acts endangering the amicable relations between 
this Government and that of Great Britain, either 
by the subjects of Great Britain, or by our own 
citizens, on the Canadian frontier, and what mea- 
sures have been adopted by the Executive to pre- 
serve our neutrality with said kingdom, or repel in- 
vasion from a foreign country,” has the honor to 
report to the President, that, excepting two papers, 
which it is understood will accompany an Execu- 
tive communication to Congress to-day, all the in- 
formation in the possession of this Department, as 
requested by the above recited resolutions, is con- 
tained in the copies of documents transmitted to 
the President with the report of this daie, in answer 
to the second resolution of the Senate, to which the 
Secretary begs leave respectfully to refer. 

(Signed) JOHN FORSYTH. 


Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
Wasuineton, Nov. 28, 1837. 

Sir: I am informed by Major General Sir John 
Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 
New Brunswick, that Her Majesty’s 43d régiment 
of \ight infantry is under orders to proceed from 
that Proviuce to the Province of Lower Canada; 
and that, marching by the route of the Grand Falls, 
and the Madawaska Settlement, the regiment will 
cross a part of the tcrritory in dispute between the 
two countries. 

Sir John Llarvey has requested me to explain to 
the Government o! the United States, and he is de- 
sirous that the same explavation should le given, 
through the proper channel, to the Government of 
the State of Maine, that this movement of troops, 
which will probably take place in the first week of 
January, is in no way whatever connected with 
any recent occurrences in the disputed territory; 
but that it is undertaken, in pursuance of superior 
orders, for the sole purpose of reinforcing the British 
military station in Lower Canada. 

The route by the Grand Falls and the Mada- 
waska Settlement has all along been made use of 
for the transmission of the post, and for other ordi- 
nary communications between the two Provinces. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient and humble servant, 

H. 8. FOX. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 2, 1837. 

Sin: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 28th ultimo, apprizing me that 
you had been informed by Major General Sir John 
Ifarvey, Lieutenant Gevernor of New Brunswick, 
that Her Majesty’s 43d regiment had been ordered 
to proceed to Lower Canada, and would cross a 
part of the territory in dispute between the two 
countries, about the first week in January, and that 
you had been requested by Sir John Harvey to ex- 
plain to this Government, and through the proper 
channel to the Government of the State of Maine, 
that this movement is in mo way whatever oon- 
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nected with any recent occurrences in the disputed 
territory; but that it is undertaken in pursuance of 
superior orders, for the sole parpose of reinforcing 
the British military station in Lower Canada. 
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you 
the assurance of my high consideration. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 





Mr. Forsyth to Governor Dunlap. 
DEPARTMENT OF State, 
Washington, Dec. 5, 1837. 

Sie: I transmit herewith, for the information of 
your excellency, the copy of a note addressed to 
the Department on the 28th ult, by the British Min- 
ister at Washington, with the view of explaining 
to the Government of the United States, and 
through it to that of the State of Maine, an intend- 
ed movement of Her Majesty’s 43d regiment of 
light infantry from the Province of New Bruns- 
wick to the Province of Lower Canada, which will, 
probably, take place in January next, through that 
part of the disputed territory on our Northeastern 
frontier over which the British mail passes. This 
explanation, as you will perceive, is made to the 
Federal Government by the request of Major Gene- 
ral Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of New Brunswick, in order to guard 
against any apprehension, in any quarter, of the 
movement referred to, of British troops; and it is 
now communicated to you, in accordance with his 
wish. Although the necessity of explaining a cir- 
cumstance so little likely to be misapprehended by 
the Government or people of the United States, or 
of individual States, is not apparent, the motive of 
that explanation should be duly appreciated. 

A printed copy of the President’s annual Mes- 
sage to Congress, delivered to-day at 12 m. ® en- 
closed. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 





Mr. Fox to Mr. Forsyth. 
WasnincTon, Jan. 4, 1838. 

Sir: I have the honer to enclose to you an offi- 
cial despatch, dated the 23d ultimo, which I have 
received from Sir Francis Head, Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Upper Canada. 

It appears from the statement contained in this 
despatch, and I Jament to say that the same facts 
are fully and notoriously confirmed by information 
which has reached me through various other chan- 
nels, that a part of the Brftsh territory of Upper 
Canada is at this moment actually invaded, the 
peace and safety of the inhabitants disturbed, and 
the existence of the Provincial Government threat- 
ened by a formidable body of armed men, pro- 
ceeding from the United States, furnished with 
artillery and ammunition, and fully equipped 
for war. These piratical invaders, who are now 
established at a point called “ Navy Island,” on 
the Canadian side of the river Niagara, consist, 
in part, of outlaws who had fled from Upper 
Canada after the suppression of the late partial 
insurrection ; in part also of American citizens, 
and of men of other nations who have been re- 
cruited for the present felonious attempt within the 
confines of the United States. ‘They are command- 
ed by a native American of the name of Van 
Rensselaer. They continue openly and publicly 
to proeure, from a number of American towns 
near te the Canadian frontier, provisions, arms, 
ammunition, and all other things necessary to sus- 
tain their criminal enterprise. Their strength and 
numbers, and means of violence, are daily increas- 
ing, by recruits and contributions raised within the 
United States, in defiance of the known laws of the 
Republic, in defiance, also, of the recorded wishes 
and feelings of all respectable classes ef the Ame- 
rican people, and to the scandal of public order 
and good neiga&borhood between peaceful nations. 

I well know that the President and Government 
of the United States do equally with myself deplore 
and condemn these strange and unlawful proceed- 
ings, which threaten no less a calamity than the 
waging of an unprovoked war, by a portion of the 
American people, against a neighboring portion of 
Her Majesty’s subjects, at a time when the two 
people in general, and their Governments, are not 


only united in peace, but are studying to enla 
the sphere of a happy and hansticial Sutera 
and to strengthen the bonds of national affection 
and friendship. I feel, therefore, that I am doi 
no unfriendly act in pointing out to the Govern- 
ment of the United States the facts which have been 


brought officially to my knowledge, showing how 
the laws of the Republic are transgressed, and the 
wishes of its best citizens defied, to the detriment of 
a friendly and kindred people; and I solemnly ap- 
peal to the supreme Government of the Republic 
promptly to interpose its sovereign authority for 
arresting these disorders, before they shall have 
produced a train of disasters and of national resent- 
ments, which it is equally the devout wish of both 
Governments to avert. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respect and 
consideration, your most obedient and humble ser- 
vant. H. S. Fox. 

Lieutenant Governor Head to Mr. Fox. 
GovERNMENT House, 
Toronto, Upper Canada, Dec. 23, 1837. 

Sir: It is my duty to lose no time in apprizing 
your excellency that the peace and security of this 
Province are at this moment threatened, and that 
its territory is actually invaded, by a large band of 
American citizens from Buffalo, who have taken 
up arms, ard established themselves in a hostile 
manner on Navy Island, in the Niagara river, and 
within the territory of Upper Canada. 

Your excellency has, no doubt, learned from the 
public papers that, in consequence of the insurret- 
tion unhappily commenced in Lower Canada, but 
which, I have reason to believe, is now effectually 
suppressed, an attempt as rash and hopeless as it 
was wicked was lately made by three cr four hun- 
dred persons in this vicinity to involve this Pro- 
vince in the miseries of civil war. In concert 
with this movement an endeavor was also made to 
excite the people in another district to take up arms 
against the Government. Both these attempts were 
promptly and effectually suppressed by the loyal 
militia of this Province, unaided by any military 
force. Most of the deluded persons who were en- 
gaged in this rash and criminal enterprise have 
surrendered themselves or been taken; but the 
principal Jeader, William Lyon McKenzie, and 
some of the most active of his followers, suc- 
ceeded, with great difficulty, in making their escape 
to the adjoining State of New York. 

It was soon reported to me that at Buffalo, to 
which place these traitors fled, strong symptoms 
were shown by numbers of American citizens to 
aid them with men akd arms, and to supply them 
with other necessaries, in order to enable them to 
make a hostile invasion of this Province. 

That the public authorities in Buffalo and the 
more respectable portien of the inhabitants would 
discountenance such proceedings, I had no doubt, 
and their conduct since has justified that expecta- 
tion; but as it was doubt'nl how far they might be 
able promptly to control this ebullition of hostile 
feeling towards a nation with which the United 
States hold the strictest relations of amity and peace, 
I immediately addressed a letter to his Excellency 
Governor Mircy, at Albany, a copy of which is 
herewith sent. 

No reply to this has yet reached me, nor do I 
know what steps, if any, have been taken on the 
part of the American Government at Buffalo to 
repress this hostile rising of their people. 

ince that letter was written, McKenzie has been 
joined by some hundreds of American citizens from 
Buffalo and the adjacent villages, and they have 
established themselves on Navy Island, as I have 
before mentioned, with artillery and arms procured 
in the United States 

The paper printed at Buffalo, which I send you, 
will show the spirit in which this movement Is 
urged forward. 

I am, of course, taking all possible means to re- 
pel invasion and insult, and I believe that in a few 
days a considerable military force will be at hand 
to sustain our gallant militia in this extraordinary 
and unlooked-for conflict. 

I need not remark to your excellency how unfair 
and unjust it is that a rebellion, which, within this 
province, was so insignificant that it was instantly 
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crushed by the civil inhabitants of the country, || rected against our own people by some of Her 


should be renewed and rendered formidable by the 
direct and active encouragement of the American 
people; and that during the existence, not merely of 
peace, but of the most friendly relations between 
Great Britain and the Government of the United 
States, the peaceful population of this province 
should be threatened with devastation and plander, 
and all the miseries of civil war, by the unjustifiable 
interference of American citizens. 

Though inhabiting a remote portion of the British 
dominions, the people of Upper Canada feel that 
they may rest assured of being ultimately protected 
by the whole force of the empire, if it be neces- 
sary. 

They are conscious, also, that they deserve 
kinder offices at the hands of the American people, 
and I appeal to you, in their name, and as the re- 
presentative of their sovereign, to urge upon the 
Government of the United States the immediate ex- 
ertion of military force to suppress a movement of 
their people so insulting and injurious to a ngigh- 
boring nation, and which, whatever temporary ca- 
lamity it may inflict, must inevitably, unless 
promptly checked, lead to a national war, in which 
any wrongs committed against the people of this 
colony will, under the protection of a just Provi- 
dence, be amply redressed. 

I beg your excellency will not fail to assure the 
American Government of my sincere conviction 
that the facts of which I complain will certainly 
meet with their most unqualified reprobation. 

Ihave the honor to be, sir, your excellency’s 
most obedient, humble servant. 

F. B. HEAD, 
Lieutenant Governor. 


Mr. Forsyth to Mr. Fox. 
DrpPaRTMENT oF StaTeE, 
Wasnineton, January 5, 1838. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your com- 
munication of the 4th instant, with the official 
despatch of the 23d ult. from the Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of Upper Canada. The President, to whom 
they were immediately submitted, has directed me 
to reply, that he perceives with great satisfaction 
that you are duly sensible, not only of the wishes 
and feelings of this Government in relation to the 
unfortunate state of things on the frontiers of the 
United States, but of the general disposition of the 
people and authorities of this country to cultivate 
and extend that beneficial intercourse with Great 
Britain, so well adapted to strengthen the existing 
bonds of national affection and friendship between 
the two nations. 


You have already seen, in the public journals, 
the eflorts that have been made, and are now mak- 
ing, both by the General and State Governments, 
to prevent any of our misguided citizens from in- 
terfering in the disturbances of the neighboring ter- 
ritory of the Canadas. I have had the honor, also, 
to make you acquainted with other measures which 
are in progress to the same effect, founded upon 


the information received from the officers of the | 


United States, who were sent to the frontiers 
to prevent violations of our laws; and I now 
repeat to you formally, for the satisfaction of 
your Government, and to relieve the anxieties of 
the authorities of Upper Canada, that all the con- 
stitutional power vested in the Executive will be 
exericd to maintain the supremacy of those laws 
which were passed to fulfill the obligations of the 
United States to all friendly nations who may be 
unfortunately engaged in foreign or domestic war. 

Assurances to that effect, to the authorities of 
Upper Canada, may be given in the strongest 
terms; and the President does not doubt that this 
object, so desirable in the present crisis to both 
Governments, will be accomplished, if insurmounta- 
ble obstacles are not thrown in the way by the 
rashness of persons within the dominions of Her 
Britannic Majesty, who, in their resentment or ap- 
prehensions, may tuink themselves authorized to 
make aggressions upon the United States for inju- 
ries committed by individaals who are violators of 
our laws, and who escape prosecution and punish- 
ment under a temporary excitement produced by 
the events on the frontier, and by the menaces di- 


Majesty’s imprudent subjects. 
With great respect and consideration, I have the 
honor to’be your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 


Ou motion of Mr. CUSHING, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of State, 
as follows : 

DepaRTMENT OF StaTe, 
Washington, Jan. 8, 1837. 

The Secretary of State, to whom have been re- 
ferred certain resolutions of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, dated the Sth instant, the second of 
which requests the President of the United States 
to communicate to that body “ copies of all in- 
structions to the officers of the Government of the 
United States, and all correspondence with them, 
with the Governors of any of the States, and with 
the Governments and officers of Mexico and of 
Great Britain, concerning the preservation of the 
neutrality of the United States in the civil wars 
and insurrections in Mexico, and in any of the 
British provinces north of the United States, since 
the year 1829; and particularly of a letter from 
the late President of the United States to the Secre- 
tary of the Territory of Arkansas, daied on or 
about the 10th of December, 1830,” has the honor 
to report to the President the accompanying papers, 
embracing all the instructions and correspondence 
requested by the resolution above cited, not already 
published, with the exception of the letter from the 
late President of the United States to the Secretary 
of the Territory of Arkansas, said to be dated on er 
about the 10th of December, 1830. The files of 
this Department have been carefully examined, but 
no letter has been found from the late President of 
the United States to the Secretary of Arkansas. 

Snbmitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Ilouse two 
Executive communications, viz: 

1. From the Secretary of War transmitting a 
copy of the report of the proceedings of the Court 
of Inquiry, convened at Fredericktown, Maryland, 
in relation to the operations against the Seminole 
Indians. 

On motion of Mr. PATTON, laid on the table. 

2. From the same Officer, transmitting the re- 
ports cf the Second Auditor of the military expen- 
ditures of 1837. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELNG, laid also on 
the table. 

3. From the Seeretary of the Treasury, transmit 
ting a statement of the condition of the State de- 
posite banks. 

On motion ef Mr. HAYNES, 

It was laid on the table. 

4. From the same, transmitting certain informa- 
tion as regards the quantity of public lands, brought 
into market within a given period, the quantity now 
unsold, &c. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

It was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Fj 

Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of States, and were presented by— 

Messrs. EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER, 
CILLEY, and DAVEE, of Maine. 

- (Mr. Davee presenied the petition of Alexander 
Crawford and others, for a mail route from Palmy- 
ra to Waterville, in the State of Maine; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Pust Office and 
Post Roads. Also, the memorial of David She- 
pherd and others, remonstrating against the annex- 
ation of Texas to the United States; which he mov- 
ed be referred to the Committee on Foreign A flairs; 
but, on motion, it was laid on the table.] 


Messrs. CALHOUN, REED, LINCOLN, 
BRIGGS, CUSHING, HASTINGS, ADAMS, 


BORDEN, of Massachusetts. 

Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHAST of 
Rhode Island. 

Messrs. PHELPS, INGHAM, HALEY, and 
HOLT, of Connecticut. 

(Mr. Hatey presented the petition of James 
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Denison and others, of the towns of Lyme and 
Waterford, ia New London county, State of Con- 
necticut, praying for the establishment of a post 
route; and moved its reference to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, the petu- 
tion of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay, praying for 
compensation for extra work done by them on the 
Camberland road; and moved its reference to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals.] 

Messrs. FLETCHER, ALLEN, and HALL, of 
Vermont. 

[Mr. Fyercuer presented the remonstrance of 
thirty inhabitants of Holland, Vermont, and of 
thirty-one females of the same town, against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union. Also, the peti- 
tions of Sybil Colton, Elijah Cleaveland, and J.C. 
Robinson } 

[Mr. Hatt presented the petition of Joseph 
Adams, a Revolutionary soldier, for a pension.) 

Messrs. CAMBRELENG, PATTERSON, FIL- 
MORE, HOFFMAN, CURTISS, M’CLELLAN, 
MOORE, GALLUP, GRANT, PALMER, JACK- 
SON, BRONSON, PECK, DEGRAFF, PREN- 
TISS, CHILDS, and RUSSELL, of New York, 

(Mr. CaMBRELENG presented a memorial fro 
the Chamber of Commeice at New York, remon- 
strating against the repeal of the pilotage law of 
last Congress. Mr. C. also presented a number of 
private petitions. } 

[Mr. Grant of New York presente! the petition 
of seventy-five citizens of Oswego, in the State of 
New York, praying the construction of a harbor at 
the mouth of Eighteen Mile creek, on Lake Onta- 
rio, in the county of Niagara, in said State. | 

{[Mr. McCrie.uan presented the petition of Jacob 
Becker, of Schoharie, New York, praying to be re- 
stored to the pension roll: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the petition 
of Daniel Reynolds and Brothers, of Kinderhook, 
New York, setting forth that they have invented an 
engine to throw balls without the use of gunpowder; 
that the machine will prove a powerful engine of 
national defence, and praying Congress to purchase 
the patent: referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs.] 

{[Mr. Gatvop presented the petition of Gen. Ste- 
phen Van Rensselaer, Gov. W. L. Marcy, Gen. 
Solomon Van Rensselaer, and 261 others, citizens 
of the State of New York, tn behalf of Revoluation- 
ary pensioners, praying that $96 per year may be 
allowed to each pensioner, without regard to the 
time served.] 

[On motion of Mr. Bronson, the following peti- 
tions and papers were ordered to be taken from the 
files, and referred to the Committee of Claims, viz: 
petition and papers of the heir of Frederick White, 
deceased; also, the petition and papers of William 
Vaughan. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y. praying for the 
improvement of the harbor at the mouth of Eighteen 
Mile creek on Lake Ontario. ] 

{[Mr. Curtis presented the memorial of all the 
Marine Insurance Companies of the city of New 
York, remonstrating against the repeal of the “Act 
concerning pilots,” passed the 2d March, 1837.} 

Messrs. RANDOLPH and YORKE of N. Jersey. 

Messrs. POTTS, DAVIS, HENRY, PAYN- 
TER, NAYLOR, HAMMOND, TOLAND,SHEF- 
FER, DARLINGTON, PATTON, and Ss. W. 
MORRIS of Pennsylvania. 


{Mr. Snerrer presented the memorial of Adam 
West and sixty-seven other voters of Adams coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the an- 
nexation of Texas into the Union: moved to refer 
the same to the Commiitee on Foreign A ffairs. | 


[Mr. S. W. Morris, presented a memorial of 
Elizabeth Matthewson, widow of Major Elisha Mat- 
thewson, praying to be allowed a pension. 

Messts. McKIM, JENIFER, THOMAS, HOW- 
ARD, and JOHNSON of Marvland. 

Messrs. PATTON, WISE, HUNTER, BOUL- 
DIN, MERCER, BERINE, and JOHNSTON o* 
Virgina. 

Some resolutions of a private character were 
offered by Messrs. BOULDIN, ROBERTSON, 
JOHNSON of Virginia, GARLAND of Virginia, 
and MASON of Virginia ;when, 

The House adjourned. 
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HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvuespay, January 9, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 5,000 extra copies 
of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 
the condition of all the State banks of the United 
States, were ordered to be printed for the use of the 
members. 

Mr. WISE propounded an inquiry to the chair- 
man of the Committee of Elections, as to when it 
was probable that committee would report on the 
Mississippi election case. 

Mr. BUCHANAN replied that he expected the 
committee would bring in its report in the course 
of the week. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the further consideration 
of the Naval Service bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. ©. then reported an amended bill for the 
game service; which was committed. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, made a report on the subject of the unexpend- 
ed balances, which was committed to a Commit- 

of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, reported a bill to extend the privileges of 
drawbacks, and abolish distinctions in ports of 
entry. 

Mr CUSHMAN, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Marcus Quincy and 
William Gorham. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, trom the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Culver. 

Also, a bill for the relief of George Innes. 

Mr. CURTIS, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of William Wickham. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a resolution” to refer the annual 
report of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to the Committee on the Public Lands, and 
ordering 5,000 extra copies, with the drawings, to 
be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. EWING movec 10,000 copies, instead of 
5,000, which was lost; and the original resolution 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CASEY also reported the Senate bill, with- 
out amendment, authorizing the relinquishment of 
the 16th sections for the use of schools, and grant- 
ing other lands in lieu thereof, 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs and assignee 
of Peter Alba, deceased. 

Mr. HARRISON of Missouri, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of Henry 
Duchuquette and others. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Hiner Stigermire 
and others. 

Mr. BOON, from the same committee, reported 
a bill granting to the Mount Carmel and New Al- 
bany railroad company, the right of way through 
the public lands of the United States. 

Mr YELL, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief <f Marcy Tucker, of Arkansas. 

Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
that it was inexpedient to allow the clerks in the 
Post Office Departinent the 10 per cent. allowed 
to the other clerks of the Government; which was 
concurred in. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relicf of James P. 
Carleton. 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain heirs and le- 
gal representatives of James Wilson, late of Alex- 
andria, in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, from the same 
committee, reported a bill to restore certain juris- 
diction to the District Courts of the Western Dis- 
trict of the State of Virginia. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revo. 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Nathan Lamme, eceasec. 

Mr. HARPER, from the same committee 
ported a bill for the relief of Joseph Preseott. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG. from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the ielief of the representa- 
tives of Col, White. 

te BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Reyo- 
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lutionary Claims, made an unfavorable report up - 
on the petition of the heirs at law of Thomas Jcnn- 


_ son: to lie on the table and be printed. 


Mr. B. from the same Committee, moved that 
the Committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition ot Timothy Shay, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions: referred accordingly. 

Mr. B. from the same Committee, made an un- 
favorable report upon the petition of John Wallace: 
to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. B. from the same Committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petitionof John and Nathan 
Thomas; laid on the table and erdered to be printed. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of John and Samuel Rougle. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Poas Hadjo, 
a Creek Indian 

Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs, reported a bill for the settlement of 
the claims of Edmund Roberts, late Diplomatic 
Agent of the United States to Muscat. 

Mr. ‘TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to Ro- 
bert Casey. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of Isaac Justice. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts, in 
addition to the inquiries ordered by the resolution 
of January 2d, of this session, extend their inqui- 
ries in relation to the subordinate officers of this 
House, with a view to define their respective du- 
ties; and also, to designate the officers who shall 
have the power of ap ointing and removing the 
messengers and pages equired for the service of 
the Hlouse, and of reg: ‘ating their respective du- 
ties. 

Mr. OWENS, from ti e Select Committee on the 
subject, reported a bill to authorize the President 
of the United States to apply the invention of 
Samuel Raub, Jr. to steain engines owned by or in 
the use ef the United States. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdill. 

Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported 

A bill fer the relief of Daniel W. Kinney. 

Also, a bill for the relief of James Boylan. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, from the Select 
Commitiee on the subject, reported a bill to extend 
the pension law of 1832 to western Indian fighters 
between 1783 and 1795. 

All the forezoing bills were read twice, and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. EVERETT, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of procur- 
ing stereotyped plates of the laws of the United 
States. 

MAINE BOUNDARY. 

Mr. DAVEE rose and asked the consent of the 
H{ouse to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House what 
measures, if any, have been taken by the Execu- 
tive for the release of Mr. Greely, a citizen of 
Maine, now imprisoned in the Provincial jail of 
New Brunswick, at Frederickton, for an alleged 
violation of the jurisdiction of said Province, over 
the territory claimed by the British Government; 
and also to communicate any correspondence 
which the Executive Department may have had 
with the British Government, or the Executive of 
Maine, upon the subject of said Greely’s imprison- 
ment, so far as a communication of the same may 
be deemed by him net incompatible with the public 
mt-rest. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. D. meved a suspension of the rules to ena- 
b'e him to submit it; but the motion, requiring two- 
thirds, was disacreed to. 

Mr. MILLER of Missouri, made an ineffectual 
attempt to call up the resolution offered by him 


some days since, calling u the Secretary of 
War for his report on the Sipieventeh of eater. 
bor at St. Louis. 

The orders of the day were then announced. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave notice that, on 
Thursday next, he should move the House to take 
up and consider the bills for the support of the Go- 
vernment, adding that some of the appropriations 
were exhausted. He should also include the bil] 
for the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. - 

On motion of Mr. RAYNES, the House re- 
solved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Apams in the Chair, on 
the President’s Message. 

The question pending was on the reselution of 
Mr. Haynes, which is as follows: 

** Resolved, That so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the finances, and every thing 
connected therewith ; to the safe keeping of the 
public moneys, and every thing connected there- 
with ; and so much as relates to the Bank of the 
United States, be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means.” 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr, 
Cusning, as follows: 

‘* Whereas, the influence of the Executive De- 
partment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished : 

Reso!ved, therefore, That, in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President’s Message as 
relates to the collection, safe keeping and transfer 
of the public money, be referred to ——, with in- 
structions to report— 

First, such method of keeping the public treasure, 
effects, and other property, as in the judgment of 
said committee shall conduce to promote the wel- 
fare, and to secure the liberties of the people; and, 

Secondly, such other reforms in the practices of 
the Government as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the original purity of the Constitution 

Mr. MURRAY of Kentncky being entitled to 
the floor, 

Mr. SMITH asked him to give way, to enable 
him to move to lay aside, for the present, the pend- 
ing resolution, and proceed with the others, which 
would occupy but a short time, so that the subjects 
embraced in them might be put in charge of the 
appropriate standing committees. 

Mr. HAYNES was as anxious as any one that 
the whole should be disposed of as soon as poasi- 
ble, but he questioned if the course suggested by 
the gentleman would expedite action upon the re- 
solutions, for there was one other of them that 
would probably elicit considerable discussion. 

The motion was objected to by other gentlemen, 
and Mr. MURRAY proceeded with his remarks, 
and addressed the Elouse at great length; when, 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, the 
committee rose. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, in response 
to the resolution in relation to the Cherokee tribe 
of Indians. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

MAINE BOUNDARY. 

Mr. DAVEE, on leave, then offered the resolu- 
tion given above, and the same having been read, 
on Mr. D's motion the House agreed to consider it 
at this time. 

Mr. CUSHING then offered the following 
amendment, which was agreed to: 

“And that the President of the United States be 
requested, if it be not in his judgment incompati- 
ble with the public interests, to communicate to this 
House any correspondence or communication held 
between the Government of the United States and 
that of Great Britain at diferent times, respecting 
the wardenship, occupation, or actual possession 
of that part of the territory of the State of Maine 
which is claimed by Great Britain.” 

The resolution, as thus amended, was then 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pur- 
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ing a series of portraits of the five past Presi- 
dents of the United States, painted by the late Gil- 
bert Stuart, forthe purpose of having the same 
suitably placed and preserved, either in the Capitol 
or in the Executive Mansion. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Juint Committee on the Li- 
brary be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing for the formation of new and accurate 
indexes to the whole series of journals, reports, and 
documents, since the organization of our Govern- 
ment, alphabetically pointing to each subject- 
matter, with the year, volume, and page of record ; 
and that a letter from Thomas H. Gordon, here- 
with submitted, be referred to said committee. 

On motion of Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill, making appropriation for 
McAdamizing and completing that part of the 
great western mail route between Rockville and the 
Monocacy in Maryland. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of direct- 
ing the Clerk of this Honse to subscribe for —— 
number of copies of such Journal or Register as 
may publish regularly, and be suitable for the 
Journal of proceedings and the ayes and noes of 
this House, and also the laws of Congress, for the 
purpose of distribution by the members of this 
House. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvespay, January 9, 1838. 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. A. Van Buren, his pri- 
vate secretary, on the subject of the recent inva- 
sion of our territory on the Canada frontier, and 
destruction of the lives of our citizens, by the Bri- 
tish authorities of Upper Canada. 

{It is the same document as that given in vur 
House proceedings of yesterday. ] 

The message having been read, 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky rose, and moved that 
that portion of the message which relates to an ap- 
propriation be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance; and that the other portion of it, relating to 
our foreign affairs, be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. While up, Mr. C. said he 
must take occasion to say that he did think that the 
recent outrage committed on the soil of the United 
States, and on the lives of its citizens, was of the 
most atrocious nature in its character and conse- 
quences—wholly unjustifiable, and not in the slight- 
est degree palliated by any thing which preceded it. 
And, sir, (said Mr. C.) there was a character of 
deliberation attending it which aggravates the enor- 
mity. It was in the dead hour of the night; it was 
from a shore in a belligerant condition, and there- 
fore in a siate of constant watchfulness; it was af- 
ter a State of preparation, which must have been 
at least three or four hours, showing that the com- 
mander of the British forces was apprised of it, 
and the destination of the attacking force. It was 
altogether impossible that he was ignorant of the 
fact that this vessel was lying quietly at anchor 
within our jurisdiction, and therefore in a condi- 
tion which could not justify an attack. It was un- 
der all these circuinstances that the attack was 
made. Neither the people of the United States, in 
the aggregate, nor those in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the disturbed district, nor the Govern- 
ment of the United States, had done any thing to 
justify this most unparalleled outrage. I want no 
further evidence (said Mr. C.) than that now pre- 
sented to me, to satisfy me that there is nothing to 
justify it. It was to be regretted (Mr. C. said) that 
in our own history examples had been furnished 
by which this outrage might be palliated. With- 
out, however, adverting to them, or to any recent 
occurrences, he would only say that the true ground 
for a great nation to place itself on, was that of 
justice; that it should respect the rights of all na- 
tions, the weak as well as the powerful; and to ab- 
stain from all acts which might hereafter be brought 
up as precedents against them. While he made 
these remarks, he by no means wished to be under- 





stood as desiring to kindle up a spirit of war be- 
tween this country and Great Britain; though he 
thought that ample, prompt and full indemnity 
should be given us. He should, as wuch as any 
man, deplore a war; but, looking to the vast re- 
sources of our country, the valor of our citizens, 
and our achievements in former times, he would 
not fear the result. If (said Mr. C.) it should bea 
war with Great Britain, he would deeply demtore xt; 
but in this cause it would be a just war, and he 
would be ready to meet it. With the present 
friendly relations between this country and Great 
Britain, with the exeeption of the recent occurren- 
ces in the northeast, he did not see any cause to ap- 
prehend it. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed his hopes that, in 
this early stage, and before we were fully advised, 
that no attempt would be made to excite the feel- 
ings of the public by debating the subject, which 
must be the natural result of such a course. He 
had hoped thatall the papers relative to this im- 
portant matter would be carefully examined before 
taking further steps. 

The late difficulties on our frontier might, by 
any reasonable person, have been anticipated. 
There are so many ties which necessarily bind the 
feelings of the population on either and both sides 
of the boundary line on that part of our frontiers, 
which has been the scene of bloodshed and outrage, 
that any attempt by either Government to oppress 
such population, would call forth the sympathies of 
the other; and in case of any movement in Canada, 
what could we expect but that our citizens would 
take part with the inhabitants, even though their 
wrongs were but pretended, in case due care was 
not taken by Government to prevent such inter- 
ference? 

Whai more distressing event could come than a 
war between two such nations as Great Britain 
and the United States? The human mind cannot 
conceive of a greater calamity. And this may be 
averted by a careful examination of all the facts 
on both sides of the subject as now presenied for 
our consideration. Many wrongs may have been 
committed by our citizens of which we are now 
unadvised, and many palliations may be produced 
in favor of the other side. 

We must reverse the order of the question. 

Suppose an attempt was made by the Siate o 
New York to rebel against, and overturn the Go 
vernment of this country. The rebels were joined 
from the Canada side. A rendezvous established, 
perchance at Navy Island. 

Boats were constantly employed in supplying, 
from the opposite shore, the enemy at such post 
with arms, ammunition, and provisions. Should 
we so hastily and deeply condemn the conduct of 
the commanding officer of our Government, were 
he to ent out, seize, burn, and destroy such a boat? 
Should we then be as ready to grant, as we now 
are to demand redress? or should we not rather, in 
reply to such demand, wish time to investigate, 
and deliberately examine, all the causes leading to 
ihe commission of the outrage ? 

It would, in his opinion, be time enouch to dis- 
cuss the question after the report of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations should have been heard. We 
shoald be then better advised as to a future course 
of conduct. Mr. C. implored the Senate, in the 
consideration of this subject, not to adopt any rash 
or hasty measures. 

Mr. BENTON said that before this question 
went out of the Senate, he must be permitted to 
say a solitary word arising ont of it A statement 
had been made on the other side of the chamber, 
(by Mr. Clay,) which he was unwilling shon!d go 
forth to the world uncontradicted. After. charac- 
ierizing this outrage in very appropriate language, 
and in a manner becoming an American, the 
member said, as it had caught his ears, that “ this 
outrage had a precedent in our conduct towards 
other nations.” Now, lest the British should derive 
an excuse for it, from hearing it said in this cham- 
ber, that an example for this outrage had been 
given by our Government, he (Mr. B.) would take 
this occasion to say, emphatically, that he knew of 
no such example to be found in onr history. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
conformity with a resolution of the 5th instant, 









specifying the amount and character of the Trea- 
sury notes !ssued under the law of the last session, 
having been read, 

Mr. WEBSTER remarked, he should move the 
printing of the revort, anu should hereafter move 
us rererence :< the Committee on Finance. At the 
INST Session tne yssue oi these Treasury notes had 
oeen authorized bv law, and when the bill was on 
its passage, it was then vroposed that the same 
should bear no interest, and a movement was made 
to strike out the clause specifying the interest. 
This plan, however, did not succeed, and the issue 
was authorized with interest. 

The rate of interest to be fixed upon the notes 
was left to the discretion of the President, with the 
proviso that such rate should not exceed six per 
cent. 

The friends of the measure urged its adoption on 
the ground that it was a good mode of securing a 
loan to Government. It seemed, from the report, 
that some of the notes had been issued on interest, 
at the rate of six per cent. and others at the mere 
nominal rate of one mill. lt was on this point he 
should hereafier express his opinion, and inquire 
whether, in this respect, the Secretary had per- 
formed his duty, according to the spirit of the law. 
Nor was this all. He should inquire into the man- 
ner in which these notes had been disposed of, and 
here worl! reneat the auestion he so often put ct 
suc Asi S@ssat.. Gces ary man voluntarily re- 
ceive a less ner centage thap tne iimitsof the law 
aliows nim? ©. waonlé any man receive for a debt 
due five per went. ress tnan mui. wre 
tled te wart 

These person «mich lwoluntarily receive this de- 
peciated paper, racact tnan surrender a valuable 
contract, witboy whieh such enntracts could not 
be fulfilled, ye (ey woata expect tne difference to 
be made up from some quarter, and how was this 
difference to be ebtained. 

Why all heavy contractors wiil, of course, come 
to Congress with their petitions, and demand, an: 
of right expect, remuneration for this loss or difier- 
ence. He had already been frequently applied to 
to petition for an appropriation for this purpose. 
He should take an early day to inquire of the 
Committee on Finance, the expediency of amend- 
ing the law so as to meet these exigencies. 

A report relative to the business of the 
General Land Office for the present year; laid on 
the table, and ordered te be printed, with, on mo 
tion, an addition of 1000 copies. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the War Depa-:tment, embracing the report of the 
Second Auditor, of the expenditures for the mili- 
tary service for the year 1837; also a report of the 
surveys, by Col. Long, of the Wes'ern and Atian- 
tic railroad: severally laid on the table, and or 
dered to be printed. 

Petitions were presented 

By Mr. McKEAN. 

By Mr. BUCHANAN, of citizens of Philadel- 
phia, remonstrating against the discontinuance o! 
the express mail: referred to the Coramittee on the 
Post Office, &e. Also, of the same, praying for an 
appropriation for the completion of the frigate Rari- 
tan: referred to the Committee on Naval Affair. 
Also, of sundry importers of hardware of Philade!- 
phia, forthe repeal of the act of July, 1832, im- 
posing duties on certain imports: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. Also, of citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, for alteration in the mail routes: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office ant Post 
Roads. ] 

By Mr. NORVELL of Michigan. 

By Mr. ROANE, of certain Kevolutionary -o!- 
diers for Pensions: referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WRIGHT, of the New York Chamber 
of Commerce, remonstrating against the repeal of 
the pilot laws of the last session: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Messrs. HUBBARD and RUGGL!=. 

By Mr. KING, of sundry importing merchants 
of the city of Mobile, for an extension of certain 
custom-house bonds, and for the remission of fees 
paid by them where suits have been commenced: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CLAY of Alabama. 
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By Mr. YOUNG, of 400 citizens of Cooke co. 
Illinois, for aiteration of mail routes, Also, of 90 
citizens of Pike county, for the same: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Reads. 

Mr. YOUNG gave notice he should to-morrow 
introduce a bill authorizing the sale of certain lead 
mine lands, in Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, ’ 

The bill providing for the better security of life 
and property on board of steamboats, was made the 
order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee, 
reported a bill establishing aSurveyor General's of- 
fice in Hlinois: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Commitiee on Re- 
volutionary Claims, reported adverse to sundry 
petitions for relief. Adopted. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, trom the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, reported a bill to enforce the laws 
relating to the neutrality of the United States. 

Mr. BUCHANAN after the reading of the bill, 
remarked that he would not name any particular 
day when he would call up the bill for considera- 
iion; but, from its importance, he would urge upon 
the Senate the necessity of acting upon it at an 
early day as possible: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lunonary Claims, reported : 

A bill granting commutation pay to Isaac Bron- 
son; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Thomas 
Carter, deceased ; and 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of William Jones, late of the State of Mary- 
land, deceased. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of John 
and Henry Fulford ; which was laid on the table : 
and also moved to discharge the said committee 
from the further consideration of the petition of the 
representatives of George Gilmer, deceased. The 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported sundry bills for the relief of persons there- 
in named: severdlly ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Aflairs, to whom was referred the communication 
of the Secretary of War on the subject, reported a 
bill for the relief of the Great and Little Osage In- 
dians. [The bill provides for the immediate pay- 
ment of the appropriations or annuities due to the 
tribe for the year 1838.} 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

The bill was read twice and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of a large 
number of citizens of Kent county, Maryland, re- 
monstrating against the agitation of the subject of 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia. 
Laid on the table, 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the increase of the army 
of the United States. Read and ordered to a se- 
cond reading, and to be printed. 

The unfinished business of Saturday, the con- 
sideration of Mr. Calhoun’s resolutions, was then 
resumed. 

The resolutions ef Mr. CALIIOUN were then 
taken up, and the fourth resolution after being 
modified in its phraseology, was passed by a vote of 
34 to 5, as follows: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayion, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, White, Williams, Wright, aud 
Young—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. McKean, Morris, Prentiss, 
Smith of Indiara, and Swift—5. 

The debate was further continued until 5 o’clock; 
when 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Weonespay, January 10, 1838. 
Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Claims 
reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Sinnard. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, from je same 
Committee, reported a bill for the relief of Archi- 
bald R. S. Hunt. 

Mr. YELL, irom the Commitee on the Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, wihout amendment, 
to revive an act entitled an vet authorizing certain 
soldiers of the late war to ‘surrender their bounty 
lands, and to locate other }‘ands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Fry. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of William Sanders 
and William R. Porter. 

Also, a bill to change the time of holding the 
spring terms of the Circuit Court of the United 
States for the eastern district of Virginia, and of 
the District Court of the Upited States for the east- 
ern district of Virginia, directed by law to be held 
in the city of Richmond; which was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-day. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings, this bill 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Cook. 

Mr. RARIDEN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Minnie. 

Mr. R. also made an unfavorable report on the 
petitions of Charles A. Grignon, and on the petition 
of James Akin; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. CHEATHAM, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Shepard, and 
other heirs at law of Captain Frederick M. Bell, 
deceased. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Zebulon Sheetz. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affaires, moved to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the report of the Secretary of War, 
accompanying the President’s annual message ; and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. 

Mr. BELL wished to know the grounds for 
making this motion. 

Mr. McKAY replied that, by the rules of the 
House, one of the duties of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs was to take charge of all matters in re- 
lation to the military defence of the country. Now, 
they were in the second month of the session, and 
nothing of a public nature had as yet been referred 
to that committee. The annual report of the Se- 
cretary of War, which contained all the recommen- 
dations that, in bis opinion, should be adopted by 
Congress—that report was contained in the Presi- 
dent’s Message, and, with that document, was then 
before the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Now, the House very well knew the 
present condition of the country, and if it was in- 
tended that any action should be had on subjects so 
important, it was time the reference should be 
made; for, he repeated, the committee had noth ng 
before it but private claims; not a single object of 
inquiry of a public nature, with the exception of one 
for extending the pension system. Among the recom- 
mendations were those for the defence of the west- 
ern frontier, and the increase of the army, and 
though he would not say it was probable the com- 
mittee would concur in them, still, as they had 
been urged from time to time by the Executive, it 
was dus to him that they should be taken into con- 
sideration. Because the matter was referred, or 
because the committee asked the reference, it did 
not follow that they would report in favor of all, or 
even any one of the recommendations. 

Mr. BELL said if it should be thought by the 
House that there was any thing peculiar, or any 
thing pressing, in the nature of the public service, 
requiring the reference asked for, he should have 
no objection to it; but it appeared to him that there 
was no greater urgency in this case than might be 
alleged by other standing committees having charge 
of subjects alluded to in the Message. 

The main reason, however, of Mr. B’s objecting 
to this proposition was, because he was aware 
that, to some extent, there was a disposition to 
spress the question of a great increase of the regular 


army immediately, and it was to resist, so far as 
lay in his power, this mode of action upon that 
subject, that he rose to ask for an explanation of 
the honorable chairman of the Military Committee. 
The House would remember that the late increase 
of the army—and they must not forget that they 
had had an increase—was voted upon a very slight 
examination, scarcely a gaze, by the House; and 
that was an increase, too, of from five to upwards 
of seven thousand men, perhaps, altogether. The 
House would also remember the cireumstan- 
ces of the panic, or the allegations that were 
made upon that occasion, which were thought 
sufficient to justify that departure from the for- 
mer policy of the Government. Not only thar, 
but they authorized the Executive to call out ten 
thonsand men upon an emergency, and they all 
knew how this power had been used by the Execu- 
tive. Now, Mr. R. protested against any mode of 
acting upon this subject which should be precipitate 
He did not mean, however, to express an opinion 
against some increase of the army, but the increase 
proposed was an extraordinary one, and was pres- 
sed with extraordinary circumstances, being a 
proposition to increase the standing army to some 
fifteen thousand men. It was true the gentleman 
said the Committee might not adopt those recom- 
mendations, but the House all knew that there 
was ageneral disposition to do so, and out of doors 
it began to be talked about as if the bill had already 
passed. 

But the gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr 
McKay,) adverted to other questions, and appeal- 
ed to the House to know if it desired the commit- 
tee to take charge of measures forthe western fron- 
tier. Did the gentleman allude to the Canada fron- 
tier? If he did, could he expect any action on the 
part of that committee, even the Flouse itself, or suf- 
ficient to repress the disorders or arrest the difficul- 
tieson that border? Didhe allude to the condi- 
tion of the western frontier as of one likely to be 
immediately critical? If so, the House had no 
proof of the fact before them. Even were it so, 
what ought to be done? What was the condition 
of the regular army? Almost wholly withdrawn 
from our whole frontier, and concentrated in Flori- 
da, and the only remedy would be undoubtedly to 
recall one-third of them. 

On this point Mr. B. begged to state that, fo 
one, before he should be prepared to act on the 
proposition, which he expected to be brought for- 
ward, to augment our army by some seven or 
eight thousand men, he should urge the propriety of 
calling upon the most experienced officers in the 
country—men who had spent the better portion of 
their lives on the Western frontier—to know if 
there was an indispensable necessity for it, 
and to ascertain whether it was or was not their 
opinion that a reform in the head of the army a! 
this city was not more greatly needed. He should 
urge upon the House the necessity of an examina- 
tion, for their own satisfaction, before a committee 
of this House, of the experienced working men o! 
the army—men who had seldom visited this city, 
but had spent fifteen or twenty years west of the 
mountains. Ile wanted tohear from them where 
the defect was: whether in the troops, their number, 
the number of regiments, quality of the material ol 
the army, etc; or whether the defect did not exis! 
elsewhere. In conclusion, unless the gentleman 
should state the necessity of immediate action upon 
some of these subjects, Mr. B. should suppose the 
regular course would be that this portion of the 
Message should take its turn with the rest; for he 
saw, at present, no reason for giving ita preference. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that it seemed 
to him the gentleman himself had furnished to the 
House a very powerful argument in support of the 
proposition before it. The gentleman appears to 
adinit the necessity of doing something for the de- 
fence of the frontier, though he appears to difler 
from the War Department, and is inst an in- 
crease of the army. He then tells them that he 
himself requires an examination, and admits it to 
be very proper that an examination should take 
place in the Committee of Military Afiairs. 
Where, then, can be the objection to the motion 
now pending? They had been already in session 
six weeks;and Mr. C. appealed to every gentleman 
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if the course pursued did not present a novel and 
extraordinary spectacle, entirely unprecedented ex- 

at the “‘ panic” session, of so long a time dis- 
cussing the reference of the President’s Message? 
He asked them candidly if they were not pursuing 
a course, the continuance of which must defeat 
every measure, great or small, necessary or unne- 
cessary, that should come before them? He ap- 
pealed to the House to say whether the measures 
they were called upon to examine were to be post- 
poned, at the rate of a speech a day, to the-end of 
the session? Mr. C. hoped the motion would pre- 
vail; and even if the discussion alluded to should 
go on, atleast let one of the standing committees 
have some public measures before it. 

Mr. BELL had not admitted the necessity of ac- 
tion in relation to the western frontier, but suggested 
what he believed to be the true remedy, namely, to 
recall a portion of the troops in Florida, say one 
thousand out of the ten thousand now there for the 
purpose of hunting up five hundred or a thousand 
Indians. 

Well, in reference to the delay: who was respon- 
sible for this extraordinary delay? Mr. B. had seen 
it alleged in the newspaper organ of the Govern- 
ment that it arose from a concerted design on the 
part of certain political gentlemen on that floor and 
out of the House. So far as he was concerned, 
there was not the slightest foundation for it; nor 
did he believe there was any concert whatever. 
None had come to his knowledge. 

Then as to the delay, let him ask, who had the 
power in that House? Why, the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Cambreleng,) had only to rise in 
his place, and, if the exigency became urgent, call 
around him his forces, and arrest the further dis- 
cussion. Where was the gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Hamer?) He had not summoned up to his 
aid the troops generally at his command, which he 
could do at any moment. Mr. B. denied any in- 
tention of thwarting the public business, and even 
putting all the hours together spent in the debate 
referred to, it would not make over two or three 
working days of the House. But even if it should 
be important that the whole message should be re- 
ferred, they had only to stay in their places, and 
if the discussion became too long, sit them out, and 
force those gentlemen to speak who would speak. 
That had been the course heretofore. 

Mr. McKAY said the gentleman from Tennes- 
see had misapprehended the object of the committee 
in reporting that resolution to the House. The 
gentleman had discussed it as if there were a dis- 
linct proposition then before the House to increase 
the standing army of the United States to fifteen 
thousand men. Now, there was no proposition of 
that kind before them. The object of the commit- 
tee, on the contrary, was to avoid the very.thing 
the gentleman himself so much depreeated, viz: 
acting on measures without examination. The 
Executive was charged by the Constitution with 
the defence of the country, and, in pursuance of 
this duty, the officer at the head of the War De- 
partment thinks there should be an increase of the 
army. This was also recommended by the Exe- 
cutive repeatedly. But it did not follow that the 
committee would concur in the recommendation, and 
report a bill to the number asked for by the Secre- 
tary of War; and why should the gentleman make 
such remarks for the purpose of alarming the House 
and the country, that there is to be a large stand- 
ing army quartered upon it? Why there was no 
such proposition before it. All the Committee on 
Military Affairs sought by the introduction of the 
resolution, was the very time the gentleman him- 
self thought to be so important, and which, from 
what had occurred up to this time, there seemed 
but little probability of being afforded to them 
They were then in the second month of the session, 
and had not yet referred the third branch of 
subjects embraced in the President’s message, and, 
from present appearances, the discussion on that 
point alone might continue two or three months 
longer; for it was a general political discussion, 
ranging over and embracing in review the whole 
policy of the Government for years past, and every 
act of the late and present Administrations. 

The gentleman remarked that this discussion 
might be brought to aclose. True. But still it 
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might be protracted for two or three months more, 
and what would be the consequence? Why this 
very evil, of having a proposition brought in and 
forced through the House, as in that case it neces- 
sarily must be, without sufficient time being allow- 
ed for deliberation. That would be the inevitable 
effect of voting down this motion; or let him ask, 
was it intended to withhold this report of the Se- 
cretary of War from the Military Committee alto- 
gether? 

Mr. BELL said “No.” 

Mr. M’KAY. The gentleman says “no,” then 
whence his objection? Where the necessity of de- 
lay? Why not refer it at once? Ah, but says the 
gentleman, two or three years ago, under the infl- 
ence of a panic, the standing army was increased 
by an addition of two thousand men, and he was 
unwilling to be so operated upon again. The gen 
tleman was mistaken as to the number, for the two 
additional regiments ordered upon that occasion 
did not comprise more than about twelve hundred 
men rank and file. But still it did not follow, as 
he before remarked, that the committee would 
adopt the recommendations of the Executive; and 
in reference to the occasion of the former increase, 
Mr. M’K. was notsure that the gentleman did not 
vote for it, while he himself voted against it. 

Mr. M’K. concluded by saying, that he was 
the last man who wished to repress debate, nor 
was the present proposition intended, nor would it 
have the effect, to restrict the discussion going on 
upon the resolution, to refer the subject of the 
finances to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Let the gentlemen, and those who wish it, proceed 
with it, in the widest range, all he asked then was, 
at least to permit one of the committees to be in 
possession of something upon which they might 
act. As to an unnecessary increase of the stand- 
ing army, no man was more opposed to it than 

r. M’K. was, as his votes would prove. 

r. CUSHING wished to say a few words in 
reply to the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cam- 
breleng.) That gentleman had referred to the very 
extraordinary delay in referring the President's 
Message to the appropriate committees, and ad- 
duced the panic ression as offering the only paral- 
lel. Now, how many times had the Committee of 
the Whole discussed this matter? He believed it 


had sat four times only in the course of six weeks; 
the last two had been productive each of a single 
speech, and those two speeches were by friends of 
the Administration. Was that a delay meriting of 
condemnation? Two of them, surely, the gentle- 
man would exclude from censure; and during the 
other two, Mr. C. would insist that there had been 
nothing more than proper, reasonable, judicious 
debate, and that debate equally participated in by 
both sides of the House. If, then, there had been an 
unusual delay, it certainly was not of an intemperate 
and excessive character, nor upon mere grounds of 
opposition, but grew out of other causes and consi- 
derations. In reference to the question before the 
House, Mr. C. was not enly in favor of it, but of 
going still farther. He had no objection to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole from all the 
resolutions of reference of the President’s Message, 
except that on the subject of the finances, and 
should vote for such a proposition. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, adverting to the allegation 
of the Globe cited by Mr. Bet, said that so far 
as the charge of concert or combination to produce 
delay applied to him, it was utterly false. In re- 
ference to the resolution under consideration, he 
wished to state, at that time, a few facts. 

Mr. McKAY wished to make a single explana- 
tory remark. Even if the House should adopt 
this resolwion, it would not preclude discussion on 
the subject of the army in Committee of the Whole 
on the President’s Message, since it had no re- 
ference to so much of it as was embraced in that 
document. The resolution applied only to the 
annual report of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD so understood the question, 
and it was ene reason why he was inclined to vote 
for the resolution. However, he had another rea- 
son too, and that was, that he wan‘ed to see how 
the Military Committee would act on all those 
subjects. 


Mr. U. by consent, then read a letter he had 
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received from a gentleman in Tennessee, which 
went on to state that there were, at this time, 
more fighting men in Florida than Indians all 
told, including women and papooses. 

Mr. BYNUM could not suppress his astonish- 
ment at the course pursued by the gentleman who 
had just read that letter. For his part he was al 
loss to divine the motive which had influenced that 
gentleman. Did he suppose that the introduction 
of a letter from an unknown individual could have 

















| any weight with the House, or be considered as 


any kind of proof to the allegations. Did he ima- 
gine that it would have the least influence on the 


| Chairman of Military Affairs, or did he produce it 


with a view to affeet the character of the Execu- 
tive in relation to the army in Florida. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD explained, that he knew 


| the writer of the letter, who was a respectable indi- 


vidual. That letter stated that the number of troops 


| in Florida exceeded the whole population of the 


Seminole nation, including squaws and children. 
Italso states that $10 was given for wagons, ete. 
when the same could be obtained for one-haif the 
sum. His object, therefore, in reading the letter 
was, that the committee and the Honse might in- 
vestigate those charges, and ascertain whether they 
were correct. 

Mr. BYNUM was still of opinion that the gen- 
tleman had pursued a very singular course, for i 


| he wished to satisfy his mind as to the correctness 


of the allegations, why did he not introduce a reso- 
lution to that effect? Mr. B. had the greatest ob- 
jection to the introduction of such letters in the 
House. If sucha practice were admitted, then 
any vindictive individual, who had been discharged 
from office for misconduct, might thus gratify his 
malice by writing slanderous letters against the 
Executive. For his part he would protest against 
such a course of calumniating the Administration, 
and of wasting the time of the House. 

With relation to the resolution offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, he 
thought it so reasonable and plain, that no objec- 
tion could possibly be made; but as gentlemen had 
thought proper to raise ohjections, he would ob- 
serve that the reference to that committee would 
not preclude, in the least, any discussion on the sub- 
ject of increasing the standing army, when it came 
up in order before the House. Uf any individual 
would cast his eyes along our frontier, he must see 
that at all times there was a necessity for a standing 
army; and it would also be obvious that under the 
present peculiar circumstances in relation to ou 
southwest, as well as our northern frontier, it was 
necessary to inerease that force, and that imme- 
diate action was required on the subject. 

He could not refrain from adverting to the in- 
consistent course of those who were opposed to the 
Administration. It was but the other day, during 
a debate on the subject of Canada and our North- 
ern frontier, that one gentleman had laid all the 
blame on the Executive, whom he accused of inac- 
tivity and gross neglect in not providing troops 
beforehand for that emergency. Bat now that 
measures of that very nature were proposed by the 
Executive, the same party turned round, and said, 
“Oh! there is plenty of time; there is no reason for 
such precipitancy,” and such like expressions. 
Now, (said Mr. B.) what is the Administration to 
do? One day its friends are blamed for their inae- 
tivity, and on the next, when they propose the very 
measures which they had been charged with ne- 
glecting, an alarm was raised of “ haste, hurry, 
and of precipitating subjects withont debate.” 

He took that opportunity to state that he was 
as much opposed to the unnecessary increase of 
the standing army of the country as any one else, 
inasmuch as he believed its existence dangerous to 
the institutions of a free people. But that there 
was a necessity for increasing our army to a cer- 
tain extent at the present time, no man could posst- 
bly deny. He was not prepared to say that he 
would vote to increase itto* the number of 15,000, 
but it was his firm belief that the necessity for an 
increase of the army to some extent, was becoming 
more apparent every day of our lives. He was 
an advocate at all times for full and free discussion 
upon every subject proposed by the Administra- 
tion, and if those measures would not stand the test 
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of discussion, he sincerely hoped they would fall. 
But the fact of the case was, that the gentlemen on 
the other side had themselves shrunk from discus- 
sion, when they had on all occasions fall scope to 
express themselves on all subjects. He hoped the 
“subject would be taken from the Committee of 
the Whole, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. BRIGGS saw no objection to the reference, 
as there would be hereafter a full opportunity for 
an ample discussion on the merits of the subject. 
He believed there were many important particu- 
lars which could be entertained in the Committee 
on Military Affairs, that would not engage the at- 
tention of the Committee of the Whole ina gene- 
ral discussion. 

Mr. TOUCEY asked for the yeas and nays on 
the question, which were ordered. 

Mr. BELL assured gentlemen that they were 
mistaken, if they supposed he had opposed the re- 
ference, because he might have an opportunity of 
addressing the committee. Such was not his mo- 
tive, as he did not know that he should open his 
lips on the subject. He opposed it en the ground 
that it would be establishing a bad precedent. He 
protested against any hurried legislation on the sub- 
ject, but still, at the same time, he was not an ad- 
vocate for unnecessary delay. 

Mr. GRENNELL was in favor of the reference, 
assuch a course would take nothing from the 
grasp of the Committee of the Whole. He wished 
it to be understood that in voting for the resolution, 
he did not consider himself pledged either to an 
Executive or any other measure; but in this case 
there were investigations to be made, and facts to 
be ascertained, which object could not be so weil 
attained by any other mode. Mr. G. adverted to 
the state of affairs on the southern frontier, as re- 
quiring the services of the army; and said that 
since it had been made the policy of Government 
to remove the Indians, while he hada seat in that 
House, he should think it his duty to protect those 
tribes, and also to protect our own citizens. He 
wished to say, once forall, that he wasnot anenemy 
to debate, and as ihe question of reference embra- 
ced no proposition for final action on the subject, 
he saw no good reason for refusing it. 

Mr. BELL, after some further observations, 
proposed to amend the resolution by striking cut 
all after the word resolved, and inseriing: 

“That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of all the subjects referred to in the an- 
nual message of the President, except so much 
thereof as is proposed to be referred to the Com- 
mitice of Ways and Means.” 

Mr. SMITH moved to amend the amendment of 
Mr. Bett. by adding the following: 

“That the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union be discharged from the fure 
ther consideration of the annual message of the 
President of the United States, excepting only so 
much as relates to the finances, and every thing 
connected therewith; to the safe keeping of the 
public moneys and every thing connected there- 
with; and so much thereof as relates to the Bank 
of the United States.” 


Mr. TAYLOR was an advocate for debate on 
that or any other subject. He was perfectly wil- 
ling that every measure of the Administration 
should be investigated to the utmost, and if it was 
consistent with their duty, and did not impede the 
action ef committees, they might indulge in debate 
for three months, or for a longer period if they 
thought proper. 

Mr. J YHNSON of Maryland moved to add an 
amendment, referring the subject of a cannon 
foundry to a select committee, but subsequently 
withdrew it. 

Mr. J. said he wished to be understood that 
in offering the amendment, he meant no disre- 
spect to the regular standing committees; but gen- 
tlemen would be aware that the subject had already 
been twice befere Congress, without any action 
having been had thereon, as it had been dismissed 
for want of time. He thought the object would be 
more speedily attained by a reference to a special 
committee. Mr, J. was then proceeding to com- 
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ment on the circumstances attending the Florida 
war, when 

The SPEAKER reminded him that it would not 
be in order to discuss the merits of that subject upon 
a mere question of reference to a commitiee. 

Mr. HAYNES then moved as an amendment, 
the resolutions proposed by him in Committee of 
the whole on the state of the Union, commencing 
with 

Resolved, That so much of said Message as 
relates to the public lands, and every thing con- 
nected therewith, be referred to the Committee on 
the Public Lands. 

That so much of said Message as relates to In- 
dian affairs, except what relates to the defence of 
the frontiers against Indian hostilities, and the pro- 
tection of the Indians against the intrusions of citi- 
zens of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
defence of the frontiers against Indian hostilities, 
and the protection of the Indian tribes against the 
intrusions of citizens of the United States; so much 
thereof as relates to the establishment of a “ manu- 
factory of gunpowder,” and a “ manufactory of 
small arms west of the Alleghany mountains,” to- 
gether with so much as relates to the report of the 
Secretary of War, and the public interests entrusted 
to the War Department, except the subjects em- 
braced in the immediately preceding resolutions, 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
militia of the United States, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Militia. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the inte- 
rests entrusted to the Navy Department, be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
report of the Postmaster General, and the condition 
and operations of the Post Office Department, and 
every thing connected therewith, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

That so much of said Message as relates to a 
“uniform sysiem of local government,” and to 
“special and comprehensive legislation” for the 
District of Columbia, be referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

That so much of said Message as relates to the 
“casualties in steamboats, and the necessity ef at- 
tempting to prevent them,” be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The amendment, as above modified, was ac- 
cepted by Mr. Bex. as his motion. 

Mr. BELL thought, upon farther reflection, it 
would be best to modify his motion so as to divide 
the questions of discharging the committee, and re- 
ferring the parts of the Message now proposed to 
be referred, to the respective commiitees. 

Mr. HAYNES said it would economise the time 
of the House by including both questions in a sin- 
gle motion, and the House could act more dis- 
tinetly by taking up the resolutions offered by him, 
singly, and acting on them in their regular succes- 
sion. By so doing,an opportunity would be afforded 
to the honorable gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
Johnson) to renew his amendment when the House 
should reach the resolution of reference to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affaus. While up, he would 
say that it had been his intention, in the course of 
a very few days, if no further progress should be 
made, to move to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the Message, and to bring the 
subject into the House for its immediate decision. 
So far as the proposition to discharge the commit- 
lee now goes, it was bnt an anticipation of the 
inotion covering the whole subject, which he had 
intended to offer at an early day. 

Mr. BELL accepted the amendment. of Mr. 
Haynes as a modification of his own. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland subsequently mov- 
ed to amend the resolution on the subject of a can- 
non foundry as follows : . 

** And that so much of the Executive communi- 
eation as relates to the establishment of a national 
foundry for cannon, to be common to the service 
of the Army and Navy of the United States, be re- 


otherwise;” which was B 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee moved to amend 
by referring the subject of an armory on the West. 
ern waters; which amendment he briefly supported 

Mr. BIDDLE and Mr. WHITTLESEY of 
Ohio followed on the opposite side. 

Mr. HAYNES then said, that no one held in 
higher estimation the zeal of his honorable friend 
from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) than he did. He was 
very well assured, from his own recollection, and 
from the remarks of the honorable gentleman froin 
Ohio, (Mr. Whittlesey) that the only obstacle here- 
tofore existing to the establishment of an armory 
upon the Western waters, had been the conflicting 
interests of individuals representing different |o- 
calities considered favorable for such an establish- 
ment. He was satisfied that this was the only dif- 
ficulty now existing on this subject. Is it, there- 
fore, probable that this difficulty would be remoy- 
ed, by referring the subject te a select committee, 
probably enough, constituted of gentlemen repre- 
senting the conflicting interests already adverted to? 
That reference had been urged by the honorable 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) on the 
ground of analogy to the course just taken by 
the House on the subject of a cannon foundry for 
the use and equipment of the Army and Navy. To 
his mind the honorable gentleman was not borne 
out by any such analogy. The subject of an ar- 
mory on the Western waters was one belonging to 
the peculiar jurisdiction of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. Notso the subject of the foundry 
for cannon, That subject is one of common juris- 
diction between the Committees on Military and 
on Naval Affairs. There could not, therefore, be 
any impropriety in referring it to a select commit- 
tee. It might further be of importance to send the 
proposed reference to the Military Committee, not 
only on the ground of its peculiar jurisdiction, but 
because it wouid be free from the influence of those 
conflicting interests which have so long deferred 
the establishment of the proposed armory. Fur- 
ther: the mode of proceeding might be wholly dii- 
ferent between the Military Committee and the 
select committee proposed by the honorable gent! 
man from Tennessee. That select committe: 
might find itself embarrassed by an attempt to se- 
lect a site for the proposed armery, and might 
perhaps, fail to arrive at any practical conclusion 
upon the subject. The Military Committee might 
simplify the affair, by proposing a board ot 
commissioners to select a site for the armory, or 
might confer that authority on the Secretary o/ 
War, or the President, whose decision should be 
final. 

He had told some of his friends from the West, 
in conversation with them on this subject, that they 
wou!d never obtain their object—the establishmeni 
of an armory on the Western waters—while their 
contest for its location existed. He therefore hoped 
that the amendment proposed by his honorable 
friend from Tennessee (Mr. Carter) would not 
prevail. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. MALLARY then moved that the subject 
be referred to a select committee, consisting of 
one n.ember from each Atlantic and Gulf State: 
lost. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved the fellowing, which was 
agreed to: 

** Resolved, That so much of the message as re- 
lates to a change of the termination of the fiscal 
year from Ist of Octeber to Ist of April, be refer- 
red to the Committee of Ways and Means.” 

The amendment of Mr. HAYNES having been 
accepted by Mr. BELL, as a modification of his 
own, was then agreed to, and so amended. 

The resolution of Mr. M’KAY was also agreed 
to. 

The orders of the day were then announced, and 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 
munication from the Secretary of State, setting 
forth the reasons for the delay in the publication of 
the Biennial Register. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, laid on the table. 

The bill from the Senate, entiiled An act to pro- 
vide for the payment of the annuities which have 
become due and payable to the Great and-Little 


ferred to a select committee, to report by bill or 
to 
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Osage Indians in 1838, and for other purposes, was 
taken up, read twice, and, 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. RARIDEN, on leave, presented the petition 
of sundry citizens for a mail route from Fort 
Wayne, Allen county, to Murray, Wells county, 
thence to Mount Pelican, Jay county, to Muncey 
Town, Delaware county: referred to a committee. 
Also, a resolution directing the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a semi-weekly post route 
from Marian, in Grant county, Indiana, via Wa- 
bash Town, via Galleton, to Warsaw. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Par- 
dy, Tennessee, by Smith’s Mill, Mattamora, and 
Ripley, in Tippa county, to Pontotoc, Mississippi. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mile- 
age, reported a bill amendatory of the “act allow- 
ing compensation to the members of the Senate, 
members of the House of Representatives, of the 
United States, and Delegates of the Territories, 
and repealing all other Jaws on that subject,” ap- 
proved Jan. 22, 1819; which was read twice. 

Mr. D. moved its engrossment. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY remarked that the bill 
seemed to contain some important principles, and 
moved its commitment to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


SELECT COMMITTEE 

On so much of the President’s Message as re- 
lates to an establishment of a National Foundry 
for cannon,to be common to the service of the 
Army and Navy of the United States: 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 

Mr. McKAY, of North Carolina. 

Mr. INGHAM, of Connecticut. 

Mr. BIDDLE, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, of Georgia. 

Mr. MALLORY, of Virginia. 

Mr. PICKENS, of South Carolina. 

Mr. PARMENTER, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. PARKER, of New York. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnesnay, January 10, 1838. 

The CHAIR presented a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, relative to the state of defences on 
our Northern and Eastern frontier, accompanied 
by a communication from General Scott on the 
same subject, and other documents: ordered, with 
1,500 extra copies, to be printed. Also, a com- 
munication from the Secretary of State. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Chester county, and four of like import 
from citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating against 
annexing Texas to the United States: laid on the 
table. Also, from the files of the last session, a 
memorial from the trustees of Dickinson College, 
in Pennsylvania, praying for a donation in land, 
was referred to the Commiftee on Public Lands. 

Mr. NILES. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of Ed- 
ward H. Clarke, Administrator of George Clarke, 
for compensation for services during the late war: 
referred to Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Also, of 8. Morris Waln and Co. for remission 
of certain duties paid on goods destroyed by fire: 
referred to Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the establishing of 
an additional Land Office in Alabama: read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Also, a report adverse to petitions for two addi- 
tional land offices in Missouri: adopted. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Armas Smith 
read, and ‘ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Daniel Hall, de- 
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ceased ; also, a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of John Brooks: severally ordered to a 
second reading. © 

Mr. C. also gave notice that he should on to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of the widows and orphans of the officers of the 
United States schooner Wildfire. 

Mr. RUGGLES. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill granting the right of 
way through the public lands to the State of Illi- 
nois and institutions incorporated therein for the 
purposes of internal improvements: ordered to a 
second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and 
Abel Gay, contractors on the Cumberland road: 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the 
Senate what amount of treaty stipulations and an- 
nuities to the Indians, payable by law in cash, 
have been paid in merchandise, and under what 
authority such payments were made, during the 
year 1837. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill, which had been twice 
read and referred to that committee, entitled “A 
bill making appropriations for certain roads in the 
Territory of Wisconsin.” 

Mr. Y. also, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
cause the reserved lead mine lands in the State of 
Illinois and the Territory of Wisconsin to be sold 
as other public lands. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of providing for the 
remuneration of United States officers, for horses 
lost in transporting the same by sea to Tampa Bay. 

Adopted, and referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, reported a bill giving effect to the 8th section 
of the treaty of 1819 with Spaio: ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Bill for the relief of the Great and Little Osage 
Indians, by the immediate payment of the annuities 
of 1838, read a third time, and passed. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. HUBBARD, 
autherizing the Secretary of the Senate to compile 
and publish a list of the petitions for claims, ete. 
was, on his motion, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CALHOUN'’S fifth resolution was taken up 
as the unfinished business. The question being on 
an amendment offered as a substitute by Mr. 
CLAY, was discussed to a late hour, and finally 
adopted as modified by Mr. BUCHANAN, by a 
vote of 24 to 13. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution as amended, and passed by a vote of 
36 to 8. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 11, 1838. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from Mr. Dorsey, the Sergeant-at-aims, stating 
that, on receiving a large sum ef money from the 
Bank of the Metropolis, for the pay of the mem- 
bers at the late special session, there was a defi- 
ciency of upwards of $3,800, and that the directors 
had hitherto neglected to investigate the matter, 
though one of the board had admitted a surplus of 
cash in the bank, to about the amount missed by 
Mr. D. who had hitherto supplied it from his pri- 
vate funds. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland alluded to the well 
known honesty and sense of honor which charac- 
terized the Sergeant-at-arms. There could be no 
doubt but that there was an error on the part of the 
bank, which would be remedied after a proper in- 
vestigation. 

Mr. THOMAS of Maryland also attested to the 
high respectability and fidelity of the Sergeant-at- 
arms, whom he had known for a long period. He 
alluded to the request made by that officer to the 
directors of the bank, and contended that ample 
time had been afforded for them to return an an- 
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swer. Butas they had refused to do so, he was in 
favor of referring the subject to a select committee. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio had nothing te 
say against the integrity and honesty of the Ser- 
geant-at-arms, but he hoped that gentlemen would 
not contrast his honesty with the honesty and 
fidelity of the officers of the bank who had no 
hearing in the House. Mr. W. then adverted to 
what he termed the imprudent manner in which 
the business of that oficer was transacted, by his 
allowing gentlemen and members of Congress free 
aecess to his room, when so much money was in 
his possession. At the end of the late special ses- 
sion, when he (Mr. W.) saw so much money 
about, in a room to which all seemed to have 
access, it appeared inexplicable to him how the 
business could be transacted without frequent mis- 
takes. For his part, he was not opposed to an 
investigation; but he considered that the charac- 
ter of the bank directors was as dear to them, as 
that of the Sergeant-at-arms was to him; and with 
that view, he objected to a discussion previous to 
the investigation, when gentlemen were liable to 
have their minds prepossessed on the subject. 

Mr. JENIFER was not aware that any charge 
had been made against either the Sergeant-at-arms 
or the officers of the bank. It was evident that a 
mistake had been made, and the question Was, on 
whose partit lay. Mr J. spoke at some length on 
the high character and moral worth of the Ser- 
geant at-arms, both in his public and private ca- 
pacity. He was also willing to speak to the re- 
spectability and fidelity of the officers of the bank, 
as far as he knew them, bat the only proper course, 
in his opinion, was to refer the subject to a com- 
mittee for preper investigation. 

After some brief remarks from Mr. BOND, 

Mr. EVERETT thought it very probable that 
the bank directors would make a report in a very 
short time, by which the House wonld be saved 
much trouble. He therefore moved a postpone- 
ment of the subject until Tuesday next. 

Mr. PEARCE thought it due to the Sergeznt-at- 
arms that an investigation should be made without 
delay; and, if it shall then appear that there was 
no blame attached to him, it was no more than just 
that the House sliould remunerate him for his loss. 
He ailuced to the necessarily hurried state of busi- 
ness at the end of the session, and the great proba- 
bility of an unavoidable mistake having been made. 
He hoped the gentleman from Vermont would 
withdraw his amendment, and that the subject 
would be at once referred. 

Mr. GLASCOCK considered it absolutely neces- 
sary, from the course the discussion had taken, 
that a reference of the whole matter should be 
made to a select committee. He considered it not 
only due to the Sergeant-at-arms and the otticers 
of the bank, but it was equally due from remarks 
which had been made to the members of this 
House. One or two gentlemen had observed 
that the Sergeant-at-arms had transacted his bu- 
Siuess in rather a loose manner; and from the 
free access given by him to Ins room whilst paying 
off the members, they had looked for such lossrs. 
Such a charge, Mr. G. said, amounts to no more 
nor less than this: that if the Sergeant-at-arms 
actually received the money from the bank, 
he must improperly have retained it, or 
have paid out to the members more than they 
were entitled to receive, unless, perchance, 
it was parloined from his room. Under such 
a state of things, itseemed to him that an inguiry, 
full and free, should be had iato all the circumstan- 
ces connected with the transaction, and the facts 
reported to this House. He had doubts himself 
how far this Honse could go, but he was desirous 
that all the facts should be collected, and so soon as 
they were reported, he had no doubt the proper steps 
would be taken to do ample justice to al! the par: 
ties interested; and that all would be relieved from 
any unjust and improper censure. 

Mr. THOMAS again addressed the House in 
favor a reference toa select committee. He con- 


sidered the charge of carelessness made against the 
Sergent-at-arms, as inconsistent. Did ihey suppose 
fora moment, that their officer was to exclnde 
members of Congress from his room, lest he should 
lese part of his funds. 


He contended that the 
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practice of sending the Sergeant-at-arms with checks 
to the bank, was contrary to law, and formed no 
part of duty. After members had received their 
checks, it was their duty to go to the bank them- 
selves. He alluded to the time already elapsed, and 
saw no reason for postponement. He was in fa- 
ver of an immediate reference of the subject to a 
select committee. 

Mr. CRAIG was in favor a reference. 

Mr. McKENNAN believed that the Sergeant- 
at-arms was faithful and honest in the perform- 
ance of his duty, but the motion to postpone would, 
in his opinion, be the means of bringing the mat- 
ter to a much speedier termination than an imme- 
diate reference to a committee. He had been in- 
formed by one of the directors of the bank that at 
that time a laborious investigation was making on 
the subject, and it was probable that a report 
would be speedily made. The peculiar state of 
the facts rendered it necessary that there should be 
a careful investigation. He was informed that 
this was the first instance when a mistake had oc- 
curred between the Sergeant-at-arms and the 
bank. It had also been customary for the bank, 
in all former cases, to send a clerk with that officer 
to assist him in counting the money; but it this in- 
stance, it had unfortunately been omitted. Under 
such circumstances, when an investigation was go- 
ing on atthe bank, and there was every prospect 
of a speedy report, he was sure that the House 
would see, the propriety of postponing the subject 
until Tuesday. 

Mr. BOULDIN said that some suggestion had 
been made that this matter ought to go the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. He said that, 
as chairman of that committee, it might be proper 
for him to remark, he could mot see what that com- 
mittee had to do with the subject in its present si- 
tuation, or what any committee could have to do 
with it in this shape. If the Sergeant-at-arms 
thought proper to trust the bank to count his money 
for him, without recounting it, it was a confidence 
either well or ill-placed. If ill-placed, Mr. B. did 
not know what we could do; if well-placed, it was 
the same. ‘The bank, he said, was no way respon- 
sible to the House. 

If the Sergeant-at-arms wished his conduct in- 
quired into, he had no objection; but he had heard 
nobody charge him with any thing. Lis trusting 
the bank to count his money for him was no very 
extraordinary thing; nothing to impeach the con- 
duct or character of the Sergeant-at-arms; the bank 
being, at the time, in good credit and respectability. 

Mr. B. said there was one point of view in 
which this matier might be properly the subject 
of investigation. If the bank in question wish to 
obtain a renewal of their charter, which will shortly 
expire, it would be very material to know whether 
they have or have not accounted promptly and 
fairly and openly with their customers. 

After some brief remarks from Messrs. REED, 
BOND, and MARVIN, 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved to amend 
by increasing the number of members composing 
the committee to five. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question on 
the motion as amended, but subsequently withdrew 
it, 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
postpone until Tuesday, and rejected. 

The question recurring on the motion to refer to 
a seleet committee, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY moved to amend by ad- 
ding the following instructions: 

“With powers to send for persons and papers, 
and to inquire into the allegations set forth therein, 
and into the manner of disbursing the money, and 
whether errors and mistakes were committed, and 
to what extent any were made, by the Sergeant-at- 
arms in paying the money at the said session of 
Congress.” 

These instructions were agreed to, 
amended the resolution was adopted: 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill tor the relief of W. 8, Col- 

yuhoun. 

Mr. LEWIS of Alabama, on leave, presented 
several memorials, 
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Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following, viz: 

Bill for the relief of James Bailey. 

Mr. BOON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported Senate bill, entitled an “act autho- 
rizing the States to tax any lands within their li- 
mits sold by the United States,” accompanied with 
a statement that the bill had come from the Senate 
without the signature or usual alteration of the Se- 
cretary of that body, and a resolution that a mes- 
sage be sent to the Senate netifying them of the 
omission, which resolution was concurred in. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported the Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, entitled “ An act to ratify and confirm cer- 
tain official acts of John Pope, late Governor of 
Arkansas.” 

Mr. T. moved its engrossment; which, after 
some explanation by Mr. POPE, was ordered ; and 
then the bill was read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. ROBERTSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making further compensation to 
clerks in the district courts of the United 
States. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas M’Clellan 
and James Smith. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, for the relief of the heirs of Major 
Peter Helphenstine. 

Also, a bill fer the relief of Simeon Summers. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Thomas Jett. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Sumpter. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same committee, 
reported the following, viz: : 

A bill to authorize the issuing of land warrants 
in certain cases. 

A bill to authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half-pay to the widews and children of certain ol- 
ficers in the continental line. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Marshal Ro- 
chambeau. 

All the above bills, with the exception stated, 
were read twice, and committed. 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

The following resolution submitted by Mr. 
WISE on the 2d inst. was then taken up. 

‘Resolved, That a committee to consist of -— 
members be appointed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of soamending the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States as to prohibit the appointment of mem- 
bers of Congress to Executive oilices during the 
time for which they are elected Senators or Repre- 
sentatives, and the time of two years thereafter.” 

Mr. BELL moved to fill the blank with “nine,” 
which was agreed to, and the resolution was also 
agreed to. 

The following, offered by Mr. LAWLER of Ala- 
bama, on the 11th of December, was then taken up: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to reduce, accord- 
ing to some equitable scale of graduation, the price 
of such portions of the public lands as will not sell 
within a reasonable length of time at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, and that the lands 
which cannot be sold atsuch reduced prices, after 
being so offered for the term of — years, should 
be relinquished to the States severally in which they 
are situated. 

Mr. MERCER suggested that, inasmuch as the 
Committee on the Public Lands had already re- 
ported a bill embracing the objects of this resolu- 
tion, which was committed to a Committee of the 
Whule, it had better be referred to the same Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. LAWLER assenting to the suggestion, the 
resolution was thus disposed of. 

The following, submitied by Mr. CHAMBERS 
of Kentucky, on the 18th of December, was taken 
up and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretaries of State, Treasury, 
War and Navy, be directed severally to report to 
this House the amount of postage paid on letters 
and papers transmitted from their respective de- 


— by the Express Mail, since its insti- 
ution. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to inform this House whether, in estimatin 
the amount of money received for postages on be 
ters and papers transmitted by the Express Mail he 
includes any estimate of postages on letters or pa- 
pers transmitted by that mail from himself or any 
officer or officers of his Department, having the prj- 
vilege of franking through the ordinary mail; and 
if so, what amount of postages on letters and papers 
from his Department are so included, or is subject 
to be included, from the first establishment of the 
Express Mail. 

The following, submitted by Mr. MONTGO. 
MERY of North Carolina were taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to this House— 

Ist. The whole amount of public lands belong. 
ing to the United States sold since they were ceded 
ty the United States; exhibiting the nett proceeds 
and distinguishing between those which have been 
sold within the limits of the different States and 
Territories. 

2d. The whole amount of public lands which 
have been surveyed and exposed tosale in the seve- 
ral States and Territories, and showing the amount 
sold and the amount remaining to be sold, accori- 
ing to the last returns. 

3d. The amount which has been actually pa- 
tented in bounties to the Army of the United 
States. 

4th. The amount granted to each of the States 
and Territories, and for what purpose. 

5th. The amountset apartor reserved for schools 
and other purposes in the several States and Terri- 
tories. 

6th. The amount granted in donations for the 
cultivation of the vine and elive, and for other pur- 
poses, to Gen. Lafayette. 

Mr. MERCER moved to add the words distin- 
guishing each year, which Mr. Montgomery accept- 
ed as a modification; and, so amended,-they were 
agreed to. 

The following, submitted by Mr. MALLORY on 
the 18th of December, was taken up: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause a continuance of the survey for an inland 
route between Charleston, 8. C. and Norfolk, Va 
(authorized by an act of the last Congress,) begin- 
ning at the northern termination of the Dismal 
Swamp Canal, and extending to Hampton Roads, 
and also the country between the Canal and Gos- 
port, with a view to ascertain the expediency oj 
continuing the canal to that place, or improving the 
river. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG and Mr. MERCER seve- 
rally suggested that the resolution be referred to 
some committee to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing such a survey; and the latter gentleman 
moved its reference to that on Roads and Canals, 
which, after a few words from Mr. MALLORY, 
was agreed to. 

The following, submitted by Mr. SLADE on 
the 18th ultimo, was then taken up: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to lay before this House a statement, 
showing the number of acres ef the public lands 
which have been purchased under laws granting 
the right of pre-emption, distinguishing the several 
laws under which, and the several States aad Ter- 
ritories in which such purchases have been made. 
And that he also be directed to communicate any 
information which may be in possession of his De- 
partment touching any associations which may 
have been formed by intruders on public lands, for 
the purpose of adjusting their relative rights of oc- 
cupancy, and putting down competition at the pub- 
lic sales of such lands. 

Mr. LYON understood that the clerks in the 
Land Office had been engaged for some time in 
preparing a response, embracing all the points re- 
ferred to in the above, to a similar resolution 
adopted at the last session; he therefore saw no 
necessity for adopting the present, and moved ils 
postponement, which was agreed to. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The following, submitted by Mr. ADAMS, alse 

on the 18th, was then taken up. 
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Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and translation of the pamhlet in the Spanish lan- 
guage, stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
to this House to have been printed and circulated 
by the late minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of the diplomatic functionary from 
a foreign Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. HOWARD, of Maryland, chairman of the 

‘ommittee on Foreign Affairs, moved to amend it 
by striking out all that part of it which had refer- 
ence to a disclosure of the name of the public func- 
tionary who communicated to the Secretary of 
State acopy of Mr. Gorostiza’s letter. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs would not insist on 
the motion he had now made, inasmuch as Mr. 
A. considered the clause proposed to be stricken 
out as a very material one, It was the language 
of the report of the Secretafy of State himself which 
had induced Mr. A. to insert that clause. It must 
(said he) be within the recollection of every mem- 
ber of this House, that the Message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, communicated to this 
House at the commencement of the present ses- 
sion, bore an exceedingly hostile aspect towards 
the Republic of Mexico. That in that Message it 
was stated that the late President of the United 
States (General Jackson) had sent to Congress a 
Message, itself very hostile in its character, pro- 
posing that he should be empowered to issue letters 
of marque and reprisal against the Republic of 
Mexico, and declaring that the relation of that Re- 
public to the United States was such, that this Go- 
vernment would be justified in adopting towards it 
any measures authorized by the law of nations; 
(meaning thereby to include a declaration of war,) 
and that the present Executive had stated that it 
appeared, from the act of both Houses of Con- 
gress, that their opinion in this matter concurred 
with that of his predecessor. I believe there is on 
the Speaker’s table a resolution of a late date, 
offered by myself, calling upon the President to in- 
form this House by what act it ever expressed’ such 
an opinion. ‘That resolution has not yet come be- 
tore us for consideration. 1 hope that when it does, 
the House will adopt it, and that the President him- 
self will answer the inquiry ina different manner 
from that in which it was responded to in this House 
by the chairman of the Committee cn Foreign Af- 
fairs. I trust that at least the President will not 
say that the appropriation made by the House for 
the mission of a minister of peace, is a proof that this 
House thought it might justly declare war. If the 
President had no other reason than that to give, I 
envy not his position before the world and mankind. 
Il hope, however, that the opportunity will be given 
him to assign a better reason. But in that aver- 
ment by the Executive, repeated as it isin this re- 
port of the Secretary of State, I look not simply 
al the question of personal veracity on the part of 
these two great functionaries, but I look also and 
chiefly to the morive of that averment. There 
can be no other but adesire to appeal to the feel- 
ings of this nation, by the assertion that the last 
Congress expressed the opinion that our relations 
with Mexico were at that time such as wonld jus- 
uly usin going to war, and of course that this 
Congress cannot express a different opinion unless 
itis prepared to incur questions as to its patriot- 
ism, and its disposition to assert and maintain the 
rights of the pation against that sister Republic. 
This must be the motive. The object manifestly 
is to make an indirect appeal to the patriotism of 
the members of both Houses of Congress; to say, 
in substance: “* How dare you, the members ef this 
Congress, question a position which was taken by 
your predecessors, and which concurred with mine? 
How can you deny that we have a right to go to 
war with Mexico, when as long ago as the last 
Congress it was decided by both Houses that the 
nation would be justified in going to any length 
within the law of nations, and that it was from 
mere generosity that we abstained from doing so 
then.” It is indeed true that it was suggested that 
one further step should be taken, to show our ex- 
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treme love of peace, and the extreme gentleness 
with which we were disposed to treat our neighbor- 
ing Republic, viz. the appointment of a special 
Minister to make a solemn final demand of redress; 
and if that appeal should fail, we onzht then to 
declare war. ‘ 

Now the Message and the report of the Seeretary 
both say that this last step has been taken, this 
final appeal has been made, and has failed. What 
is the inference? Obviously this: that you have no 
alternative, and that your duty to the nation you 
represent, now compels you to take justice into 
your own hands. I can draw no other conclusion. 
But I think I have already proved, on a former oc- 
casion, that even that last measure has not been 
taken, though it is so asserted in this document; 
and not only has it not been taken, but, on the con- 
trary, one of the grossest insults has been offered 
to Mexico instead of it. But I pass over that, and 
come to the point in the Secretary’s report. That 
repost contains a long argument which is little 
else than one continual instigation to war;and inthat 
argument there figures this pamphlet. After a long 
enumeration of grievances, real or imaginary— 
and I will not say that there are not real claims 
upon Mexico, and in relation to which, so far as 
they are just, 2m _ prepared to go as far as any 
man in sustaining them with the whole power of 
this nation—there are some statements which I shall 
notice. In the mean time, I will just say that most 
assuredly, at the time when the President said that 
the act ef this House was a declaration of its opi- 
nion that this Government would be justified in 
going to war with Mexico, the House knew no- 
thing about the matter. No facts had been pre- 
sented to it from which to form an opinion, and no 
examination had been had of any of the grounds of 
difference. ‘The Secretary says: 

“The answer of the Mexican Minister to the de- 
mand of the United States, founded upon the con- 
duct of Mr. Gorostiza, is so singular as to require 
a particular statement of all the facts in relation to 
the subject of it. Soon after the late Mexican Mi- 
nister asked for his passports to return home, after 
terminating his extraordinary mission, his last 
note to the Department, in which his reasons for 
taking that step were expressed, was published in 
New York, in the journal called the ‘Courrier des 
Etats Unis.’ This document had never been made 
public by the authority of the Department. The 
existence of a pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza, printed 
in Philadelphia in Spanish, had been previously 
made known to the Secretary of State by a member 
of the diplomatic corps accredited at Washington, 
who stated that he had received two copies, and he 
believed that the same number of copies had been 
transmitted by the author to each member of the 
foreign diplomatic corps in Washington, expressing, 
at the same time, his surprise and disgust at the 
grossness of such an act by a retiring minister.” 

Now, I must say this is a very extraordinary 
statement of the Secretary, and I again ask for 
the motive. What motive could he havein inform- 
ing the House thathe had received a copy of a 
little pamphlet printed in Spanish by Mr. Gorostiza, 
in the city of New York? What can be the mo- 
tive? It is obviously to lay the foundation of a long 
argument in which the honorable Secretary sets 
forth this fact as one of the great and commanding 
reasons why we ought to go to war with Mexico. 
He presents this as one of the great and enormous 
outrages against the law of nations; and so violent 
and unprecedented in its character that this alone 
would form of itself a legitimate ground for war. 
The printing by an ex-minister from a foreign 
Power of a small pamphlet in Spanish, and send- 
ing it to the foreign ministers residing here. That 
is the fact. Then comes a long argument to 
prove that this is a ground of war; and, as a basis 
for that argument, the Secretary states to Con- 
gress that one of these foreign ministers, in com- 


maunicating a copy of the pamphlet to him, ex-- 


pressed surprise and disgust at such a proceeding. 
I ask again, what is the motive of this statement? 
It is to produce on us the impression that all man- 
kind look upon the publication of that pamphlet as 
a gross and outrageous proceeding, so offensive 
that even a foreign Minister must come to the Se- 
cretary and act the part of an informer, and tell 
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him I have received such and such a pamphlet 
from the late Minister from Mexico, and I cannot 
suppress the expression of my surprise and disgust. 
Then if a foreign minister was compelled by the 
violence of the case to consider it his duty to vio- 
late all the ties of friendship by turning himself 
into a common informer, in instigating a friendly 
Government to war by saying to our Secretary of 
State, ‘See here! what a notorious and atrocious 
violation of the laws of nations has been committed 
by the Mexican Minister! He has published this 
pamphletand sent it tome: Leommunicate it to you 
with the expression of my surprise and disgust"— 
It is meant asa reflection on ourselves. If a fo- 
reiga minister, who, from his position, is supposed 
to be perfectly impartial, and the friend of both 
parties, even thinks it necessary to come to our Go- 
vernment and denounce the act of his late fellow 
minister, and even to express his surprise and dis- 
gust at such a proceeding, what must be the feel- 
ing ofevery native American, the dignity of whose 
Government has been thus outraged? If an inde- 
pendent, cool, impartial foreigner is driven to this, 
can any American think of it with patience? Oh, 
no! There is but one thing to be done. We must 
atonee goto war. First, the fact is laid as a ba- 
sis, and then comes an argument occupying a great 
many pages—how many I do not know, but far too 
many for me to read to the House; the drift of the 
whole being to prove that an outrage so atrocious 
can be avenged no other way than in the blood of 
his countrymen and our own. 

Well, sir, suppose the the fact to be as stated; 
what, then, Lask, must be the character of that fo- 
reign minister if he did so? What was he doing? 
Sir, I will not qualify such an action, because I sup- 
pose that there is such a foreign minister resident 
near this Government; and that he did so commu- 
nicate the pamphlet, Lhave no doubt. But if in 
communicating it he expressed his surprise and 
disgust at the course of bis friend who sent the pam- 
phlet to him, in what office was he engaged as the 
minister of a friendly power? Here are two coun- 
tries ina very critical relation toward each other, 
urging neutral complaints, and approaching to an 
open rupture. A minister extraordinary is sent from 
one of these powers to the other. Ele confers with 
the Secretary of State on the subject of the national 
differences, but he finds that their views are so far 
apart that he cannot succeed in the pacific object of 
his mission, and at length deems it necessary to de- 
mand his passports. On his way home, instead of 
waiting ull he had arrived at Vera Cruz, he employs 
a printerin New York to print for hima little pam- 
phlet, in which he endeavors to justify his own 
course and that of his Government. He sends two 
copies of this pamphlet toa foreign minister resi- 
dent near the Government from which he has ta- 
ken his departure. [do not now inquire into the 
propriety of this step. I am considering merely 
the conduct of the minister who received and com- 
municated this pamphlet to the American Secreta- 
ry of State. And 1 again ask, what office was he 
performing? All he knows is, that this minister 
has been unable to agree with our Government; 
that he has conseguently taken his departure, and 
on his way home has written and printed this pam- 
phlet. He immediately comes to our Secretary, 
betrays the confidence repesedin him by his asso- 
ciate minister, and attempts to blow the coals of 
discord between two friendly nations. He says to 
our Secretary, “There, you mustat once go to war. 
See what treatment your Government has received. 
The Mexican minister had the audacity to print 
such a pamphlet as this. There it is, take it, read 
it, and go to war at once.” 

That is the exposition which the Secretary has 
himself put upon this transaction. It is intended 
as an argument to be addressed to the people of 
the United States, to make them go to war with 
Mexico. To what other end could all these cir- 
cumstances have been communicated? The Secre- 
tary was under no obligation to make a communi- 
cation to this House of the manner in which he got 
possession of Mr. Gorostiza’s pamphlet. It appears 
to have been sent to him as a confidential commu- 
nication. He did not, however, so consider it, or 
he would not have introduced these statements into 
his report. 
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He would, under the circumstances, have been 
very cautious how he stated a fact of this kind, 
when it was not at all material to his purpose or to 
the question. He might have stated the fact that 
such a pamphlet had been published, and might 
have made his argument from it, without telling 
this House and nation how he obtained the know- 
ledge. But he has thought proper to put it into his 
report, and send it by the President to Congress. 
I can see no motive in this but to influence the 
minds of the American people against Mexico, 

Under these circumstances, I hope that the chair- 
man‘of the Commiitee on Foreign Affairs will not 
persist in his endeavor to screen the foreign minis- 
ter here referred to from the gaze of this House 
and of this peopie; for here, in my place, I pro- 
nounce the act charged upon him by the Secretary 
a worse and more atrocious outrage ihan the publi- 
cation of the pamphlet. 1 do not justify the print- 
ing of the pamphiet; but I do say that that foreign 
minister, who took it upon him to communicate 
this pamphiet, with an expression of his surprise 
and disgust, was guilty of a greater outrage, as 
well upon the United States as upon Mexico, than 
Mr. Gorostiza. I hope the honorable chairman 
will not attempt to screen him. Let ns know who 
he was. He is accredited here as a minister of 
peace. It is important that he should be known 
by name to Congress, to this country, and to the 
world; for we must remember that all we do in 
relation to this Mexican Republic is done not only 
before Mexico, but in the tace of the civilized world. 

There is another reason why I wish to have the 
name of this individual, and which induces me to 
hope that the chairman of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs will not insist upon its being with- 
held. ‘There is a rumor very current in this city, 


and which has at length made its way to the public 
papers—I had myself heard it Jong before—that 
there is a foreign minister resident here, (I shall 
not name him,) who had told a number of persons 
in this city that he did communicate the pamphlet 
in question to our Secretary, but who positively 
denies that he expressed either surprise or disgust 


on the occasion. I wish to bring these two high 
function: r.es into the presence of one another, and 
let us see where the truth lies. - Let us remember 
that the character of that individual, as a foreign 
minister resident near our Government, we are 
bound to protect. As to the mere communication 
of a copy of the pamphlet, it is in itself an indiffe- 
rent act. I do not say that in that act, in itself 
simply considered, there was the smallest degree of 
impropriety ; but, when we consider that the whole 
statement amvunis to a direct charge on his moral 
character, that it infers treachery toward one who 
had confided in him, and a disposition to kindle 
war between two nations in whose affairs he had 
no right to intermeddle, the matter has a different 
aspect. Letus have the facts. Let us have the 
name of the minister. Let the parties be confront- 
ed, and then let us see whether that minister will 
come forward and avow that he did express the 
sentimen!s here attributed to him ; that he did play 
the part of an informer, and an inflamer of war. 
That man I want to see; and I say again, let him 
be confronted with the man who has thus brought 
him before Congress. The character of a foreign 
minister is implicated, and I want information. He 
is said to have very freely told to more than one 
individual that he did communicate the pamphlet, 
but to have positively and utterly denied any ex- 
pression of surprise or disgust. 1 hope the honora- 
ble chairman will not persist in his motion, but if 
he does, then [ do invoke all the independent spirit 
iv this House not to agree with him. It is a mat- 
ter which concerns this nation, which concerns the 
peace of Mexico, which concerns the peace of the 
world. 

Mr. HOWARD said that he could not, for a 
moment, think of withdrawing his motion; he had 
heard nothing to convince him of the propriety of 
doing so. If the House chose to retain the clause 
calling for the name of this individual, they would, 
of course, do so; that was a matter for them to 
cetermine; but Mr. H. must regulate his own 
course by his own views of propriety. As te the 
pamphlet itself, (said Mr. H.) I have no great 
objection that the gentleman from Massachusetts 


should call for a copy, though it seems to me very 
unnecessary, because the book is sold in the public 
book stores, and I have no doubt as many copies 
can be obtained as any gentleman desires. I pur- 
chased one for myself last winter. But if the gen- 
tleman thinks that that which purports to be a 
translation was not in reality such, and he wishes a 
translation made, I shall not oppose it. I have no 
wish to use harsh language toward any man, but 
I am compelled by truth to say that a more atro- 
cious libel on the people and Government of the 
United States never was published. This is my 
deliberate opinion. I read the book with feelings 
of indignation, which even now arise anew in my 
bosom, thought it is months ago. Yet that is the 
pamphlet which it was attempted insidiously to cir- 
culate among all the civilized powers of the world, 
by a man who took advantage of his public situa- 
tion to perpetrate such an act. 

The gentieman talks about a violation of confi- 
dence. Where is there the slightest ground to be- 
lieve that the least degree of personal confidence 
or friendship existed between that man and the in- 
dividual to whom he gave two copies of his pam- 
phlet? Where is the proof? Iknowof none. It 
would appear that copies were given to all the fo- 
reign ministers. Was Mr. Gorostiza in habits of 
strict confidence and personal friendship with all 
of them? The individual who communicated the 
pamphlet to our Secretary of State did what it was 
his duty to do as the representative of a friendly 
power. Atleast there is no doubt that he thonght 
sv. Yet the gentleman from Massachusetts wishes 
to drag him up before this House as an incendiary, 
who was occupied in blowing the coals of discord 
between two nations. And, while he represents 
the act of communicating this pamphlet as a be- 
trayal of confidence, (of which there is no evi- 
dence,) at the same time he does not pretend to 
justify the publication of the pamphlet, he express- 
ly declared that he could not justify, and perhaps 
not even palliate it. Now, eught not this Govern- 
ment to know when an appeal full of the foulest 
falsehood is clandestinely made to the representa- 
tives of all other Governments against its acts? 
Should not a Government, under such circum- 
stances, be warned by the minister of a friendly 
power? Was it not fit that the representatives of 
this Government should be apprized of this under- 
handed, secret attempt to take away our fair fame? 
Yet the gentleman, for this, insists upon confront- 
ing him with the Secretary of State, and declares 
the act of making such a communication a more 
atrocious outrage than the publication of the pam- 
phiet. Supposing it to be so, what does the gentle- 
man wanttodo? Does heseek to embroil that mi- 
nister and his Government with the Government 
of Mexico, as if there were not already quarrels 
enough in the world? He wants to hold him up to 
public scorn and reprobation, and, I suppose, to 
make his Government responsible for his conduct, 
thus increasing our difficulties with other powers. 
Why should we do this? Has this House any 
doubt as to the truth of the fact stated by the Secre- 
tary? If that gentleman is to be put upon a pub- 
lic trial on a question of veracity, that is a different 
affair. 

If the House has any doubt, let them investigate; 
but if they believe the Secretary of State, (an officer 
of this Government, whose word is not likely to be 
doubted,) why should they, without authority, be- 
cause there is a rumor that some public minister 
has said something to somebody at some time, and 
some letter-writer has caught it up, and it has ap- 
peared on anonymous authority in some paper, 
pass a vote which implies a doubt of his veracity? 
Newspapers seem to have risen into vast magni- 
tude and importance of late. 

As to the condition of our dispute with Mexico, 
and the clause to which the gentleman has alluded 
in the Message of the President, I have only to say 
that that subject is not now before this House. It 
will be in due time, and I feel desirous that it 
should come up for discussion. I have heard this 
Administration denounced as being the true cause 
of our Canadian troubles, from the course it has 
pursued towards Mexico, and I have heard it open- 
ly declared on this floor that our Government has 
disgraced the country. I hold gentlemen to the 


proof. This sort of general denunciation will not 
do; though it may please certain gentlemen to re. 
present the country as disgraced, and to eharge 
every thing on the Administration, the people will 
require proof. I ask, what statute is it which the 
Government has omitted to enforce? I call upon 
gentlemen to show itto me. I demand to see that 
act of Congress which requires this Government to 
go farther than it has gone in preserving our neu- 
trality in all its relations with Mexico. Let the 
gentlemen put their finger on the statutory provi- 
sion which has been neglected to be enforced. 
Then, and not till then, shall I be ready to Say that 
the Government has been disgraced. [I cannot find 
any provision which requires the President to walk 
over the Constitution, and by his own authority 
seize upon every body that he thought intended to 
go to Texas. The gentiemen, I presume, wii 
hardly expect this after the extraordinary sensibility 
they have manifested in regard to what they cail 
infractions of the Constitution. Will they make it 
matter of complaint that the Executive has con- 
formed himself to the law of the land? If reference 
is made to the act of 1818, I can find only two sec- 
tions of that act which at all apply to the case, and 
these have been strictly carried into execution, 
whenever the occasion called for it, and the Go- 
vernment was informed of their violation. 

Bat, to return to the point immediately before 
the House. Why should we demand the name of 
this minister? What good reason can be given for 
it? If the communication made by the retiriag 
minister to the minister in question was made in 
confidence, is there not the same reason to suppose 
that the communication of the latter with the Se- 
cretary of State was in confidence also? Why sup- 
pose one to have been confidential, and not the 
other? In my judgment, neither of them was sc. 
I see in the circumstances no mark of any such 
thing. Copies of the pamphlet were, I believe, 
communicated to all the members of the diplomatic 
corps. Until I shall be satisfied that there is some 
good reason for this demand, I cannot assent to it. 
I do not desire to extend the controversy any far- 
ther. The retiring minister appeals te a great 
Congress of nations. Why, sir, we have sucha 
Congress in every civilized country. The diplo- 
matic corps, accredited to any one of the great Go- 
vernments of Europe, form in themselves a Con- 
gress of Nations, and to that tribunal this man 
made a secret appeal, with the intention of fore- 
stalling the question. He sends his atrociously 
slanderous pamphlet to all the Representatives of 
Governments in friendly communication with the 
United States, holding up to them this Government 
as having asserted an untruth. Are we to lose the 
favorable opinion of every friendly Government 
because he chose to avail himself of the last privi- 
lege within his reach to scatter his slanders over 
the whole civilized werld? 

Mr. MENEFEE said that he presumed the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
{Mr. Howard] had honored him by his allusion to 
the conduct of the Government in the maintenance 
of the neutrality of cur citizens toward Mexico in 
the progress of the Texas revolt. The frightful 
forms of libel and detraction, excited in his imagi- 
nation by the pamphlet of Gorostiza, seems to im- 
part, in hiseye, a sort of libellous coloring to all 
that is here said which denies to the Government 
a title to canonization for its saimtship throughout 
our Mexican relations. He should not complain 
of the gentleman for indulging in this manner an 
imagination morbidly, it strack him, inflamed, 
over matters of national scandal. It was innocent 
enough, though perhaps not exactly amiable. But 
ihe gentleman at last ventures, rashly, he [Mr. M.| 
must think, to deny in cold blood the imputation 
against the Government, of either culpable remiss 
ness, or the least bad faith in the performance of 
our neutral and treaty obligations to Mexico. But, 
more rashly still, he ventures to proclaim, in all the 
solemn forms of political, and, from his position, 
semi-official flourish, that gentlemen in the oppo- 
sition who cast such grievous and unmerited re- 
proach upon the Government will, in due time, be 
required to specify and establish the grounds which 
justify such accusations. It was to him [Mr. 
M.} a source of profound satisfaction, that the 
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Government had thus, in substance, invited 

blic scrutiny into’its transactions in that quar- 
ter. Now, to him, (Mr. M.] it presented no diffi- 
culty whatever to specify or establish more than 
enough to infamize, utterly, the course of the Ad- 
ministration. His difficulty lay in crediting thatany 
intelligent citizen of the United States, much less 
the distinguished head of the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, could be found willing to deny or 
doubt that the course of the Administration, both 
as to omission and commission, had been as we 
have described it. He even yet hoped that the 
honorable chairman was, in what he said, disposed 
to be facetious. Why, sir, said he, when I affirm 
that our citizens throughout the whole West and 
Southwest violated flagrantly their obligations of 
neutrality to Mexico, by affording public succor, 
ja men and arms, to Texas, from the first stage of 
the revolt to the recognition of its independence, I 
have but to refer to the Representatives from that 
section of the Union. That military array, in no 
concealed form, but in all ‘*the pomp aad circum- 
stance” of war, was the spectacle of every day; 
that avowed military recruiting, by commissioned 
ol cers, for the defence of Texas; that the charac- 
ter of emigrant, claiming the right of expatriation, 
first assumed, soon rose to that of soldier; that bo- 
dies of men with arms, uniforms, and standards, 
and every quality of organized military force, 
breathing war and vengeance against a friendly 
power, were publicly displayed in the heart of this 
country, in almost every city and village in its con- 
fines; that all this was known to the Government 
from the beginning of the revolt; that it transpired 
under the immediate observation, and often under 
the express countenance of the law officers of the 
Government; that a pretence of boundary was 
mest unreasonably set up by the Government; that 
a military force was passed into Mexican territory 
ata most critical period of the revolt: these, sir, 
and multitudes of others, are my specifications, 
and the West and Southwest here assembled are 
my proofs! 

Let gentlemen beware: there is more in these 
Mexican relations than this intemperate justifica- 
tion of them seems to perceive. Ona fit occasion 
they may be developed. 

But the chairman says there was no law which 
the Executive did not enforce; nothing undone 
which he could do. Does not the act of 1818, for 
the enforcement of neutral obligations, authorize 
the suppression of military expeditions, or prepara- 
tions here, against a power with whom we are at 
peece? Look atit. Every provision almost has 
been violated, and not one clause enforced, or at- 
tempted, exceptin empty form. But suppose the 
law was not sufficiently comprehensive in its pro- 
visions? Why did not the Executive, charged with 
the conduct of our foreign relations, communicate 
the fact to Congress, and ask their extension? It 
is Our duty to conpel our citizens to do justice to 
other nations. Other nations have a right to de- 
mand that we should, and we are nationally re- 
sponsible if we de not. Have you not lately done 
so in the case of the Canada revolt? Were not the 
aggressions of our citizens against Mexico more 
reiterated in number, and longer persisted in, than 
they have been against Great Britain?’ Why, then, 
distinguish between the two powers? Is it because 
Mexico was weak that you declined this course to- 
wards her? Is it because Great Britain is powerful 
that you fly with this haste—almost indecent—to 
the frontier, find the laws not adequate, and pre- 
sent yourself before Congress for increased autho- 
rity? This is but justice to Great Britain. Yet 
why was not the same measure of justice extended 
to Mexico? How can you, under these circum- 
stances, escape the suspicion of the civilized world, 
that you have at once yielded to the power of a 
great monarchy what you denied to an infant and 
distracted republic? That the power of Great Bri- 
lain has wrung from you a justice which, under 
your sense of principle and treaty, you would not 
allow to Mexico? That your measure of justice is 
graduated by the power of the nations to whom you 
administer it? There is no humiliation or dishonor 
in doing justice to Great Britain now; the humilia- 
ion and dishonor lie in having withheld it from 
Mexico under like circumstances. 
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Before this affair is closed, I hope to be able to 
do myself the honor to afford the honorable chair- 
man specifications quite as exact as he may desire, 
‘“* accompanied with competent proofs;” for his due 
consideration of which, I shall feel at liberty to 
allow him more than a week, if required—the time 
lately allowed a foreign Government, not se pow- 
erful as Great Britain, to determine on a multitude 
of intricate and complex subjects, involving the is- 
sues of peace and war. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON said that he cared 
not how hard a blow might fall on this or the last 
Administration, provided it was not struck in favor 
of Mexico against the interests of Texas, nor struck 
at the Adminisiration through the national honor. 
Much as he had denounced the conduct of the Ad- 
ministration, he had not forgotten what it behooved 
every American, in all controversies with foreign 
powers to remember, that still it was the Govern- 
ment of his country. He would say, that could 
he conceive it possible he should himself ever live 
to charge his native country with meanness and 
cowardice, with violence towards the feeble, anda 
base truckling to the strong, it would not be in cir- 
cumstances when that strong power had its arms 
yet reeking with the slaughter of American citi- 
zens. Men, he was aware, might be so far gone 
in party spirit as to take a pleasure in representing 
their country in the meanest and most disgraceful 
light to disparage a hated Administration. He 
must confess that, fell as was his revenge against 
the present and late Administration, he had no 
“stomach” for that. 

The gentieman had inquired why, in the case of 
Texas, the Executive had not asked for additional 
powers to guard against violations of our nen- 
trality, as he had recently done in case of England. 
The answer was obvious. Texas was remotely 
situated. It was separated from us by a wide 
region of wilderness, and no power could entirely 
prevent the evil complained of. But, on our 
Northern frontier, we were separated from Canada, 
sometimes, but by a narrow stream, while the 
boundaries of both countries were bordered by 
fortresses. The inhabitants on both sides were in 
a state of the greatest excitement, and had already 
broken out into mutual outrages. The two cases 
were obviously different. Laws whieh might have 
been strong enough in the case of Texas, were 
insufficient with regard to Canada. Deep as was 
Mr. ‘It’s indignation at the enormity which had 
been perpetrated at Schlosser, he did not deny the 
obligations of this Government to maintain the 
relations of neutrality. 

Now, as to the charge which had been made of 
cowardice in ourcourse towards Mexico, he believed 
it was the first time, much as party violence had pre- 
vailed in our country, that cowardice had ever been 
connected with the name of Andrew Jackson. 
Whatever evils that individnal might have inflicted 
on his country, no candid man would deny that he 
had spread around the American name a halo of 
military glory; and, if remarkable above other men 
for any one quality, it was for an indemitable cou- 
rage that blenched at no danger. Andrew Jack- 
son! not dare to observe the same course toward 
Great Britain as he would toward Texas. Yes: 
if he would hesitate in regard to either, it 
would never be in respect to the stronger power. 
IIe would have been more prompt to assume a 
bold front to the strong than to the weak, to Eng- 
land than to Mexico. His blood would “ more 
have stirred to rouse a lion than to start a hare.” 
But what could the Government have done? The 
case stated by the gentleman from Kentucky did 
not fall within the provisions of the law of 1818. 
Had the Government any proof that a military 
expedition had been fitted out in the United Sta‘es 
against a friendly power?, The gentleman had 
spoken of recruiting ; but Mr. T. would like to see 
the terms of enlistment; he rather believed it 
would turn out, on examination, that the men were 
only invited to go and settle anew country. The 

gentleman talked of a recrmting rendezvous at 
Lexington. Indeed! and where were the loyal 
citizens of the State of Kentucky, that they per- 
mitted all this to goon?) Was there no patriotic 
citizen to warn the Administration of the danger, 
as the ever-glorious and lamentedjColonel Daviess 
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informed Mr. Jefferson of Burr's movements? 
Where was the slumbering patriotism, the sense of 
honor, in the authorities of Kentucky, if they could 
stand by and see the laws thus flagrantly violated? 
Why had not the honorable gentleman himself step- 
ped forward and informed the Executive Depart- 
ment of a state of things so outrageous? There was 
the law ; the gentleman said it covered the case ; if 
so, there was wanting only an informer to put it into 
etlect. But suppose the gentleman had been himself 
the District Attorney for the District of Kentucky, 
what could he have done? Suppose Mr. T. had been 
one of those recruited, could the gentleman have 
arrested him? If he had, and Mr. T. had inquired 
his authority, he would have replied, “I arrest .you 
because I believe you are going to Texas.” Mr. T. 
would have answered, ““Well; and what if I am? 
Have I not aright to go to Texas, if I choose to 
remove to that country?” ‘Yes; but you are in 
arms; you mean to fight against Mexico as soon as 
you get chere.”’ ‘‘Weil; and if, when I am a resi- 
dent of Texas, I choose to fight for my adopted 
country against her oppressors, can you hinder me?” 
Mr. T. insisted that if the Government had had the 
entire military power of the United States there on 
the ground, it could not have prevented one of 
these emigrants from removing over the line. They 
had a right to emigrate, and, having emigrated, 
they had a right to bear arms in their new country. 
Any attempt to prevent it must have proved futile, 
and have only resulted in the promotion of that 
which it sought to hinder; and, after all, what vio- 
lation of neutrality had been committed? What 
had the Government done? Mr. T. had observed 
from the beginning the whole struggle of that glo- 
rious people, and again he asked, what had this 
Government done for them? It had sent Gen. 
Gaines across the line. But was this to keep the 
Camanches ot the Texans? No; but off the 
Mexicans, their old enemies. ‘Those troops had 
been detailed to preserve the country from the in- 
road of savages, and Gen. Gaines had done no- 
thing more than, in the like circumstances, 
would have been done by any gallant man. As 
to the Government, it had written letter after let- 
ter to the District Attoraey, urging him to the 
performance of his duty. It there was a recruiting 
rendezvous at Lexington, how could the Govern- 
ment know it unless officially informed of it? And 
it if had been informed, what right would an Ame- 
rican Government officer have had to turn back emi- 
grants on their way to ‘Texas, because they chose to 
have a red stripe on their pantaloons? = If they had, 
it was something newto Mr. 'T. He had care- 
fully reviewed his own course to see whether he had 
taken any step in relation to this matter with which 
» he could reproach himself, before he had ventured 
to go forward and break a lance in defence of the 
Administration; and if, in so delicate acase, he had 
appeared as a defender of the Administration, it 
was only because he had heard his own Govern- 
ment charged with having yielded, out of fear of 
Great Britain, that which had been denied to the 
weakness of Mexico, and with suffering that to be 
extorted from it by the dread of British power, 
which was not prompted by a sense of honorable 
justice to a weaker power. 

Mr. HAYNES said that if he had not so often, 
and on such a variety of occasions, heard imputa- 
tions cast upon the motives of others, and by no 
member of this House more often, or on a greater 
variety of occasions, than by the honorable mem- 
ber from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) he should 
not now address the House. 

It seemed to him that, amidst all the questions 
involved in our foreign relations, that honorable 
member had fixed his attention upon a single sub- 
ject, and that his meat, and drink, and sleep, were 
continually mingled with Texas! Texas!! Texas!!! 
Mr. H. was willing to make allowance for the 
effect of long continued thought and feeling in one 
particular direction; but, with all due allowance for 
the influence of such thought and feeling on the 
part of the member from Massachusetts, he could 
find no justification for the couse which that gen- 
man had thought proper to pursue. 

That gentleman had chosen to raise a question 
of veracity with the President, touching the action 
and opinion of Congress upon our then exist- 
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ing relations with Mexico. He did not know on 
what particular ground the President had placed 
the opinion or assertion in the Message, which 
had called down the animadversions of the 
member from Massachusetts. But, to his mind, it 
was justified by the language used in the clause of 
tbe act of the last session of Congress, making an 
appropriation for the contingent renewal of diplo- 
malic intercourse with Mexico. ‘That appropria- 
lion was made upon the contingency that the mo- 
ney should be expended “ whenever, in the opinion 
of the Executive, circumstances will permit a re- 
newal of intercourse honorably with that power.” 
Our relations with Mexico were then such that di- 
plomatic intercourse could not be honorably re- 
newed with her. Il, then, it was not honorable to 
renew such intercourse, would it have been disho- 
norable to have taken justice into our own hands? 

It was surprising that a gentleman who was so 
sensitive absut violations of confidence, should 
propose a course calculated to carry out and per- 
ject such violation. He had understood the gen- 
tieman from Massachusetts, in the earlier portion 
of his remarks, to lay down the doctrine, that what- 
ever may be communieated in confidence, whether 
treason or murder, or any thing else, must be kept 
sacredly confidential. He had somewhat qualified 
that doctrine in his subsequent remarks, but how 
far it affected the general proposition might well be 
doubted. He asked if it was proper to close up 
the avenue to confidential information from the 
members of the diplomatic corps, by dragging 
every such communication before the country and 
the world? 

Fer his part, he should not consent to do so. 
Such a course might sometimes operate most inju- 


riously upon the interests of this country. But as 


the honorable gentleman had raised a question of 


veracity with the President, it wa 
to raise 


now his object 
uch a question with the Secretary of State; 
and upon what ground did he propose to raise it? 
Upon rumor. Sir, you may hear rumors of every 
complexion touching every body, if you choose to 
listen to them. For his part, he would not indulge 
the member from Massachusetts in bringing up 
uch an issue with a public officer who had con- 
tinued to fill high offices for nearly twenty-five 
years with credit to himself and usefulness to the 
country, upon any one of the ten thousand rumors 
in daily circulation here or elsewhere. He, there- 
fore, hoped that the amendment proposed by the 
honorable gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. How- 
atd,) would prevail. 

The subject was then laid over to enable the 
SPEAKER to present some Executive communi- 
CALIONS : 

1. From the Secretary of the Navy, a statement 
of the number of Clerks employed in the Navy 
Department. 

2. A similar statement from the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

3. A report from the Secretary of War of the 
number of persons whose claims for pensions have 
been rejected during the last year. 

4. From the same, a report in relation to some 
private claim. 

On motions of Messrs. CAMBRELENG and 
BRIGGS, severally laid on the table; and then, 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, January 11, 1838. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House commu- 
nications from the War Department, enclosing the 
_annual report of the Colonel of Ordnance: ordered 
to be printed, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, the report of the Commissioner of Pensions: 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Philadelphia county, remonstrating against 
annexing Texas to the United States: laid on the 
table. rs 

Also, two petitions from Philadelphia; two peti- 
tions from Lancaster county; one petition from 
Chester county; six petitions from Susquehanna 
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County ; nine petitions from Montgomery county ; 
four petitions from Bucks county ; and one petition 
from Delaware county, Pennsylvania, signed by 
some 2,000 citizens, praying Congress to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia and Territories 
of the United States. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Mionic eounty, Illinois, for pre-emption 
lands: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of W. 
T. Hyat for a pension: referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Messrs. PRENTISS, BUCHANAN, and LYON, 
severally presented petitions; which were appro- 
priately referred. : 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of H. W. 
Andrews, for remuneration for property destroyed 
by the Indians in Florida, in consequence of the 
same being occupied by the United States forces : 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the relief of George Da 
venport: ordered to a second reading. 

Report from the same committee, discharging 
them from the further consideration of the subject 
of granting right of way through public lands to 
the State of Illinois: adopted. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of Joseph 
W. Page, for remuneration for services rendered 
the United States: referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill remitting duties on two iron slteam- 
boats, imported by C.Gay and another of Macon, 
Georgia: ordered to a second reading. 

Also, a bill from the House for the relief of 
Chastelain and Ponvert: ordered to be printed. 

Also, bill for the relief of B. Crafts and others, 
sureties of James Manning, late collector at Beau- 
fort, North Carolina: laid on the table. 

Also, on his motion, the committee were dis- 

charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of sundry merchants of Mobile, for the remis- 
sion of costs of suits on duty bonds, &c. and the 
same referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, reported a bill repealing the act of 1832, 
imposing daties on certain imports, without amend- 
ment: ordered to a second reading. 
Also, on motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the same 
committee were discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of certain importers of 
hard ware. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported sundry private relief bills. 

Also, bill granting pensions to certain widows 
and legal representatives of Revolutionary soldiers. 

Also, bill for the relief of Lugy Easton: seve- 
rally ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the improvement of 
the Wabash river: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill to increase the salary of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office: ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN introduced a bill for the 
relief of the widows and erphans of the officers 
and sailors of the United States schooner Wildcat: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. LYON introduced a bill to amend the act, 
establishing the northern boundary of Ohio, and 
admitting Michigan into the Union: referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of increasing the num- 
ber of Clerks in the office of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

Also, that the Secretary of War communicate 
any information he may possess relative to the ne- 
cessity of such increase. 

Mr. CBAY of Alabama, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, reported adverse to the memori- 
als of citizens of Missouri for an additional land of- 
fice: laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. PIERCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
stracted to inquire into the expediency of reporting 








a bill for the liquidation of the claim of General 
Duncan S. Clinch for losses sustained at his plan- 
tation, “Lang Syne,” in Alachua county, Territory 
of Florida, in the years 1835 and 1836, in conse- 
quence of the war with the Seminole Indians. 
Papers in support of the claim presented at the 
same time: referred. 

A bill from the House to change the times of 
holding the District Courts in Virginia: read, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LYON presented the petition of William A. 
Wolcott, Hiram Whitcomb, and Linval D. Bailey, 
assignees of Jean Baptiste Cicotte, praying autho- 
rity to locate 300 acresof land, of any of the public 
lands in Michigan that may be subject to entry, in 
lieu of 300 acres which were recommended for eon- 
firmation to said Cicot by the Board of Land Com- 
missioners at Detroit, but which, before the recom- 
mendation had been confirmed, as it afterwards 
was, by Congress, had been sold by the Govern- 
ment. Also, a petition of numerous citizens of 
Michigan, praying Congress to make an appropria- 
tiou of money to compiete certain harbor improve- 
ments commenced by individuals to improve the 
harbor of Brest, on Lake Erie, in said State. 


MR. CALHOUN’S RESOLUTIONS. 

The consideration of Mr. CALHOUN’S resolu- 
tions was then resumed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN remarked, that as he had 
yesterday pledged himself to bring forward the ad- 
ditional resolution offered yesterday and suspended 
at his suggestion: in fulfilment of this pledge, he 
had restored the resolution to its original form, 
and would now deliver it up to its* parents, the 
honorable Senators from Kentucky and Michigan. 

Mr. CLAY, at the suggestion of Mr. SEVIER, 
assented to an amendment, by striking out the 
clause relating to the treaty with Spain of 1819. 

Mr. CLAY proposed further to amend, by stri- 
king out such parts as relates to the Indians, except 
in cases where, by their influence, the institution of 
slavery has extended north of the compromise 
line.—[36 deg. 30 min. N. lat.] 

Mr. SEVIER opposed this motion, and called 
for the yeas and nays, and on the question being 
taken, the result was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Lyon, McKean, Morris, Merrick, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roan, Robbins, 
Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tip- 
ton, Williams, and Young—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Fulton, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, Walker, and White—10. 

Mr. RIVES moved, as an amendment, the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That any interference with the subject 
of slavery in the Territories of the United States in 
which it may exist is inhibited by all the considera- 
tions in regard to the rights and interests of the 
inhabitants of said Territories, the security of the 
slaveholding States, and the danger to the Union, 
which are mentioned in the preceding resolution as 
forbidding any interference with, or action on, the 
the subject of slavery in the District of Columbia ; 
and for the further reasen that the people of those 
Territories, when admitted into the Union as Siates, 
will be exclusively entitled te decide the question 
of the existence of slavery within their respective 
limits for themselves. 

The question on its adoption was taken by yeas 
and nays, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Lumpkin, Preston, Rives, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, 
and White—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Grondy, Hubbard 
King, Lyon, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell,» 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Strange, Swift, Walker, Webster, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—29. 

The resolution was, after considerable discus- 
sion, amended so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That any attempt of Co to_abo- 
lish slavery in any Territory of the United States 
in which it exists, would create serious alarm and 
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